
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2014 

1) Full name: 

Judge Jean Marie Martwick 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

Columbia County Circuit Court 
230 Strand Street  
St. Helens, Oregon 97051  
Phone: 503-397-2327  
 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

Judgejeanmartwick.org 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that institution 
was awarded.  

West Linn High School, 1966-1969, High School Diploma 

Portland Community College, 1986-1989, Transferred to Portland State 

Portland State University, 1989-1992, BS Social Science/General Studies –Highest 
Honors 

University of Oregon School of Law, 1992-1995, JD 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Columbia County Circuit Court Judge, October 2013 – Present 

• I oversee criminal law cases, domestic relations cases, dependency cases, 
FED’s, and other civil cases.  

• Juvenile Drug Court Judge.  

Martwick Law L.L.C., 2008 - October 2013 



• Attorney at Law. I managed a busy practice of Criminal cases, Juvenile 
Dependency cases, Juvenile Delinquency cases, Civil Commitments, and I 
mediated small claims cases.  

Metropolitan Public Defenders Inc. Washington County, 2002-2007 

• Senior Staff Attorney. I handled Measure 11 cases and major felonies 
including murder. 

Metropolitan Public Defenders Inc. Multnomah County 1997-2002 

• Staff Attorney. 

 

6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are presently 
admitted and the date of admission.  

Oregon State Bar, September 1996 

 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  

None. 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

None. 

 

8) List community, teaching or civic activities.  

Community Education Instructor for the National Alliance on Mental Illness 

Board of Directors for Animal Aid 

Board of Directors for Fishhawk Lake Recreation Club  

Columbia River Partners for Change  

Teen Court Judge, City of Beaverton 

Law School and High School Mock Court Competitions 

Local Public Safety Coordinating Committee 



9) What is the general character of your practice? Indicate the nature of your typical clients 
and mention any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

As a circuit court judge, I oversee both civil and criminal matters. As an attorney, I 
represented indigent adults and children in criminal matters, dependency matters 
and civil commitments. As a certified mediator, I mediated small claims cases.  

 

10) What percentage of your practice is litigation?  

75% 

 

11) Do you regularly appear in court?  

Yes. As a judge, I am usually in court Monday through Friday. Prior to my 
appointment, I spent thousands of hours in the courtroom during my 17-year career 
in public service.  

 

12) What percentage of your litigation practice in the last five years was in: 

 Federal Trial Courts: 0% 

 Federal Appellate Courts: 0% 

 State Trial Courts: 100% 

 State Appellate Courts: 0% 

 Administrative Bodies: 0% 

 

13) Describe your litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the courts 
and types of cases. 
 
I practiced mainly in the Circuit Court, handling criminal, delinquency and 
dependency cases. My caseload was approximately 250 cases each year.  
I also handled criminal cases in Scappoose and St. Helens Municipal Courts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

None.  

 

15) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

I am a certified mediator and I mediated small claims cases  

 

16) State the approximate number of cases you have tried to conclusion in courts of record 
during each of the past five years (or longer period, if you desire), indicating whether you 
were sole, associate or lead counsel.  

In the last 5 years, I was sole counsel on 3 criminal cases, (2 felonies, 1 
misdemeanor) and 3 juvenile dependency cases (1 TPR), and approximately 5 civil 
commitment hearings. I was co-counsel on a Murder case.  
 
In the previous 12 years, I was sole counsel on approximately 100 criminal cases 
including many major felonies and Ballot Measure 11 offenses, I was co-counsel on 
a Murder case.  
  

17) State the approximate number of cases you have handled in state and federal appellate 
courts in the last five years, indicating whether you were lead or co-counsel. Include 
citations of reported cases.  

None.  

 

18) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of the 
courts you have served.  

None. 

 

19) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments.  

Columbia County Bar Association 2008 – Present 

Columbia County Bar Association President - 2008 

Oregon State Bar Association 1996 - Present 



20) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not include 
or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was imposed.  

No. 

 

21) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? If 
so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 
authorized for prosecution by the SPRB.  

No. 

 

22) Why do you want to be a judge?  

I love serving Columbia County. I did not hesitate to apply for this position. I am a 
person who has worked to this end. I have prepared my entire life for this job.  From 
my earliest aspirations in my legal career, I recognized that the highest role was that 
of judge - the arbiter of fairness. It is a position of great trust and responsibility, 
which I am honored to be in.  

 

23) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most important 
for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  

A judge must remain open-minded and listen carefully, working toward 
understanding the differing viewpoints and attitudes of those appearing in the 
courtroom.  

The job requires courtesy and patience to all people who appear in court.  The heart 
must be understanding, while the reasoning is sound. This includes patience with 
people who represent themselves and have little knowledge of the rules of the 
court. 

A judge must be courageous enough to acknowledge errors. 

The greatest challenge is to be free from all external and internal influences and 
subservient only to the rule of law.   A judge must put away any desire to please the 
people who appear in the courtroom as well as any need to be recognized and 
appreciated.  

 

 



24) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial philosophy, 
or temperament.  

As an attorney, I represented an 11 month old child in a dependency matter. Both 
parents had criminal histories and substance abuse problems. They were not able 
to care for their child.  The case went on for several years and their parental rights 
were eventually terminated.   

My client lived with the same foster family for over 4 years. When initially placed 
with the foster family, my client had severe behavioral issues. Overtime, with the 
help of the foster family, my client’s behavior improved dramatic. I witnessed my 
client’s growth and development in the loving family environment.  

The foster parents very much wanted to adopt the child. DHS rules give priority to 
family members as adoption placements. Distant relatives, who had never met the 
child, applied for adoption. Due to attachment concerns, my client’s treatment 
providers opposed moving the child out of the foster home. However, DHS was 
under great pressure to place the child with the distant relatives.  

Through many hearings and meetings with all interested parties, DHS was 
convinced to allow the foster family into the adoption process and they were chosen 
as the adoptive placement. Now, my client lives happily with the loving 
foster/adoptive parents.  

 

25) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or that 
you have interest in working toward improving.    

I am interested in starting a Veteran’s court in Columbia County.  I see the need for 
creating a court that works as part of a coordinated service response to veterans 
who find themselves involved in the justice system.  

 

26) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

During my work in Columbia County, I had the honor of meeting retired Judge Don 
Kalberer.  He brought to the bench a great knowledge of the law combined with a 
compassion and respect for the people of the community. He held offenders 
accountable but also gave them the hope of change. He taught life lessons from the 
bench. He was wholeheartedly committed to his job, his family and the community. 
To this day, years after his retirement, people still hold the highest regard for him 
and the work he did as a judge.  

I aspire to be like Don Kalberer. 

 



 

27) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

After a lengthy investigation and interview process of myself and the two other 
candidates running against me for position 1, Governor Kitzhaber chose me.  

“Jean Martwick is a hard working attorney who brings significant trial experience 
and a level of sincerity that will make her a thoughtful and compassionate judge. Her 
deep experience and thorough understanding of the court system give her the tools 
to serve the people of Columbia County and the State of Oregon with distinction.”  
Governor Kitzhaber 9/30/2013 


