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1) Full name: 

Shala McKenzie Kudlac 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

Carleton Law Offices 
P.O. Box 38 
Bandon, OR  97411 
(541)347-2468 

 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

Facebook.com/ElectMcKenzieKudlac 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that institution 
was awarded.  

Pacific High School – 1997 

Linfield College – 1997-1998 (transfer) 

University of Oregon – 1999-2002 B.S. in Journalism 

Willamette University, College of Law – 2002-2005 Juris Doctorate 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Carleton Law Offices from 2005 – Current.   

General civil practice with a focus on municipal law, family law, estate planning, 
landlord/tenant, civil litigation and land use.   

6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission.  

Oregon State Bar:  Admitted 2005 



Massachusetts Federal Court:  Pro Hac Vice (November 2012) 

 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  

n/a 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

n/a 

 

8) List community, teaching or civic activities.  

Member of Citizen Review Board, Community Volunteer for the Oregon Community 
Foundation and Port Orford Rotary Member from 2007-2011.   

 

9) What is the general character of your practice? Indicate the nature of your typical clients 
and mention any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

Clients include those with family law issues, construction disputes, estate planning 
clients, probates and landlord tenant relations.  Representation of a class of farmers 
in Massachusetts Federal Court in anti-trust matter with broad group of attorneys.   

Representation of the City of Port Orford as Primary Counsel, City of Bandon as 
Assistant Counsel and Curry County as Assistant Counsel.  Review of land use 
applications, public meetings and records law, contractual and employment 
matters, and interpretation and drafting of various ordinances and regulations.   

Representation of Housing Authority handling landlord/tenant disputes, contractual 
and employment matters, and public meetings and records law.   

 

10) What percentage of your practice is litigation?  

Roughly 30 percent of my practice is litigation. 

 

 

 



11) Do you regularly appear in court?  

I estimate that I appear in court at least once per month.  Civil cases are prone to 
settlement as the expense of the court process is sometimes a barrier for clients as 
is the uncertainty of the result.  

 

12) What percentage of your litigation practice in the last five years was in: 

 Federal Trial Courts: 5% 

 Federal Appellate Courts: 0% 

 State Trial Courts: 85% 

 State Appellate Courts: 0% 

 Administrative Bodies: 10% 

 

13) Describe your litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the courts 
and types of cases. 

Predominately family law litigation in both Coos and Curry Circuit court including 
child custody, dissolution and modifications.  Litigation of Landlord/tenant actions 
on behalf of local Housing Authority. 

 

14) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

Appeared on behalf of the City of Bandon in land use litigation with the assistance 
of Division of Land Conservation and Development.   

 

15) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

n/a 

 

16) State the approximate number of cases you have tried to conclusion in courts of record 
during each of the past five years (or longer period, if you desire), indicating whether you 
were sole, associate or lead counsel.  

I have tried over 20 cases to conclusion over the last five years all as lead counsel. 



17) State the approximate number of cases you have handled in state and federal appellate 
courts in the last five years, indicating whether you were lead or co-counsel. Include 
citations of reported cases.  

I was co-counsel with the Oregon Attorney General’s Office on Rudell v. CITY OF 
BANDON, 275 P.3d 1010 (Or. Ct. App. 2012). 

 

18) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of the 
courts you have served.  

n/a 

 

19) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments.  

Oregon State Bar 

Coos County Bar 

 

20) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not include 
or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was imposed.  

N/A 

 

21) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? If 
so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 
authorized for prosecution by the SPRB.  

N/A 

 

22) Why do you want to be a judge?  

I am a fifth generation resident of Curry County, Oregon.  One of the primary 
reasons for attending law school was to develop skills to bring back to this area, be 
productive and assist the local people.  Having been an attorney in Coos and Curry 
Counties these last eight plus years I see a great need for those with vested 
interests in this area to come forward and participate in all branches of local 
government.  Having been trained in the judicial branch that is where I can 
contribute to the citizens for the betterment of the area. 



Additionally like most parts of Oregon, Coos and Curry counties have seen a sharp 
increase in drug related crimes.  As a judge, I can be a position to enact change in 
these counties by exploring alternative and more effective ways to stop the pattern 
of drug use and crimes by using alternate methods of sentencing or with programs 
for those incarcerated to try and lessen repeat offenses.       

 

23) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most important 
for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  

The role of judge requires a temperament commensurate with the position, one of 
calmness, fairness and impartiality.  A judge cannot be swayed by public opinion 
but at the same time must respect all those who come before the bench realizing 
that the position serves the public.  One of the greatest challenges with the role may 
be remaining humble while applying the law to parties and over time not becoming 
jaded or lacking in compassion.  

 

24) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial philosophy, 
or temperament.  

Since 2009 I have worked on an anti-trust case for a class of local cranberry growers 
coming to fruition by filing a complaint, along with attorneys from Boston and 
Michigan, in Massachusetts Federal Court in 2012.  The case involved travel to 
Washington D.C. to learn anti-trust law as well as meetings with growers, experts 
and attorneys.  While the case is still pending, being local counsel to these farmers 
has made me very proud of Coos and Curry counties and the people in it.  Often 
small sole practitioners do not get the opportunity to work on such large scale 
cases, and the experience this matter has provided has been both intensive and 
enlightening as to other court systems and issues that plague them.   

 

25) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or that 
you have interest in working toward improving.    

Through my work on family law cases and the Citizen Review Board which provides 
oversight on juvenile placement through the Department of Human Services, I have 
a strong interest in ensuring that Oregon’s children are given the best possible shot 
at a bright future.  So many end up lost in the system after having been placed in 
foster care.  Those children are then prone to become wrapped up in the judicial 
system for various reasons.  However these foster children are a symptom of a 
greater problem at least in Coos and Curry counties as many of them are in the 
system due to a parent’s drug use.  My hope is that as a judge, I can have the ability 
to act within that position to stop the cycle with the parents and their addiction 
issues through sentencing methods other than strict incarceration and find other 



was to ensure that they are not repeat offenders of drug use or crimes associated 
with drug use.   

 

26) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

I greatly admire former Chief Justice Edwin Peterson who was a Professor and 
Mentor during my time at Willamette University.  Justice Peterson taught a course 
which dealt with the nuts and bolts of being an attorney; the practical aspect of 
drafting motions and arguing those motions.  But for his instruction, many of my 
classmates and I would have graduated from law school having never seen a 
pleading.  He had an ease about him that made him approachable as a mentor and 
still garnered respect from both students and peers.  Based upon my conversations 
with him through Willamette’s mentoring program, I felt that he had respect for rural 
Oregon and knowledge of how the state functions beyond the I-5 corridor.  My 
appreciation of Justice Peterson has continued beyond law school as I have 
reviewed his more recent work and have seen his ability to change and react to new 
developments despite his former opinions and to boldly assert those opinions 
publicly.     

 

27) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

Working in both the private and public sector, I exhibit the necessary unbiased 
temperament that is necessary for the position of judge.  Having roots in local 
agricultural and being a part of this community, I have a strong sense of work ethic 
and an appreciation of the people who create their lives here.  The people of Curry 
and Coos counties are entitled to a fair impartial approach to resolving their legal 
issues and one in which they are given respect and courtesy by the decision maker.  
I will bring a common sense approach to the bench and make responsible decisions 
guided by law and fact to ensure efficient use of the judicial system.   

 

 


