
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2014 

 

1) Your Full Name: 
 
Heather Karabeika 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 
 
Clackamas County Courthouse 
802 Main St Rm 206 
Oregon City OR 97045 
503 722-2732 
 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

N/A 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that institution 
was awarded.  

Satellite Beach High School Satellite Beach. FL (1982-1984) 

Interlake High School Bellevue. WA; Diploma (1984-1985) 

Washington State University Pullman, WA; BA Criminal Justice Minors in Sociology 
and Political Science (1985-1989) 

Willamette University College of Law Salem, OR; Juris Doctorate (1991-1994) 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Marion County District Attorney’s Office; Certified Law Clerk/Prosecutor (1992-1994) 

Lachenmeir Enloe and Rall; Associate Attorney; Civil Litigation (1994-1996) 

Clackamas County District Attorney’s Office; Prosecutor (1996-2004) 

Sole Practitioner- specializing in criminal, family and juvenile law.  On contract with 
Clackamas Indigent Defense Consortium (2004-2013) 



Municipal Court Judge- City of West Linn (2007-2013). 

 

6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are presently 
admitted and the date of admission.  

Oregon State Bar Member since 1994. 

 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  

N/A 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

N/A 

 

8) List community, teaching or civic activities.  

Volunteer mock trial judge for West Linn High School, volunteer local high school 
mock trial competition judge, speaker at career day at local schools volunteer for 
Class of 2014 West Linn High School. 

 

9) What is the general character of your practice? Indicate the nature of your typical clients 
and mention any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

I was appointed by Governor Kitzhaber in 2013 to the Clackamas County Circuit 
Court.  Before then, my primary practice focused on criminal law, primarily court 
appointed work as well as judging in West Linn Municipal Court. 

 

10) What percentage of your practice is litigation?  

It was 100%. 

 

11) Do you regularly appear in court?  

Nearly daily before being appointed. 



12) What percentage of your litigation practice in the last five years was in: 

 Federal Trial Courts: None 

 Federal Appellate Courts: None 

 State Trial Courts: 100% 

 State Appellate Courts: None 

 Administrative Bodies: None 

 

13) Describe your litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the courts 
and types of cases. 

Before taking the bench, I worked on all manner of criminal cases, primarily in 
Clackamas County Circuit Court. I also judged one day a week in municipal court 
on lower level criminal and civil cases, including traffic matters.  At times I have 
also been appointed in Clackamas County Circuit Court to Juvenile Dependency 
matters to act as attorney for either parents or child or as a Guardian Ad Litem for 
parents or children. 

 

14) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

None 

 

15) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

None. 

 

16) State the approximate number of cases you have tried to conclusion in courts of record 
during each of the past five years (or longer period, if you desire), indicating whether you 
were sole, associate or lead counsel.  

Sole practitioner- 1200+ 

 

 



17) State the approximate number of cases you have handled in state and federal appellate 
courts in the last five years, indicating whether you were lead or co-counsel. Include 
citations of reported cases.  

None. 

 

18) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of the 
courts you have served.  

Pro Tem Judge West Linn 2004-2007 

Presiding West Linn Judge 2007-2013. 

 

19) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments.  

Oregon State Bar Member 

Clackamas County Bar Member 

Oregon Women’s Lawyers 

 

20) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not include 
or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was imposed.  

No. 

 

21) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? If 
so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 
authorized for prosecution by the SPRB.  

No. 

 

 

 

 

 



22) Why do you want to be a judge?  

After practicing law in Clackamas County for nearly twenty years, I was appointed to 
the bench in Clackamas County Circuit Court by Governor Kitzhaber in 2013. The 
job has proved fascinating and interesting and challenging.  I would like to remain 
as its judge because I feel my experience and qualifications and qualities as a 
person lend themselves well to this job.   

It is clear that judges need to be knowledgeable, independent, and objective.  But 
they also need to be even-tempered, calm and know how to communicate 
effectively with members of the community who don’t necessarily have attorneys 
but want their day in court.  I believe my experience in civil, criminal and juvenile law 
as well as years as a municipal judge serve me well as the most recently appointed 
judge in Clackamas County Circuit Court and I’d like to remain in this position for a 
very long time.    

  

23) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most important 
for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  

Judges must objectively and effectively and fairly administer justice while 
respecting the decorum and dignity of the court process for every litigant who 
stands before them, whether it be on a multimillion dollar civil matter, a rape case or 
on a landlord/tenant dispute.  

The qualities a judge must possess are impartiality, legal knowledge and the right 
temperament.   

Resources are few and far between these days, whether it be for adequate mental 
health services for litigants or funding to hire adequate representation on a 
domestic relations case, given what they’re facing in court such as the loss of 
custody of a child.  It is a challenge to ensure fairness in the process when it 
becomes clear in certain cases that more money or programs or better options if 
available could mean a better outcome for the parties in court and the entire 
community.  As a judge I view this resource issue as a very great challenge.  

Another challenge includes getting swift access to justice by parties to cases. It 
takes months (sometimes years) for cases to wind their way through the system and 
though the courts try to get cases in and out in a timely fashion, it is difficult given 
the volume of cases and the size of the courthouse to make that happen.  We do the 
best we can but we should strive to do better.  I try to make sure parties in cases 
before me have adequate time to present their cases and if there is not time, we 
make time. 

 

 



24) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial philosophy, 
or temperament.  

As a municipal court judge, I often saw traffic tickets being issued to individuals 
with stellar driving records or to brand new drivers.  They were mortified about 
going to court and having their otherwise perfect/brand new driving record marred 
with a traffic violation.  I instituted a program where the person could admit the 
offense, attend a traffic safety class (at their expense) and if they remained offense 
free for 6-12 months, the ticket was dismissed.  We sent the teens to a higher level 
class than the adults who had been driving for many years without tickets.   

The program allowed for drivers to maintain their good records and ideally be safer 
on the road which is the purpose of traffic enforcement.  I have had a lot of positive 
feedback over the years about that program and feel it reflects on my general 
philosophy about rewarding positive behavior while still having accountability.   

 

25) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or that 
you have interest in working toward improving.    

Child custody matters are some of the most frequently litigated and difficult cases 
we deal with in court.  They are trying for all involved and often the kids become 
pawns in their parents’ disputes.  I would like to encourage more attorneys to 
volunteer to do pro bono representation of children in hotly contested child custody 
matters.  Often the parents don’t have the resources to pay for their own attorneys, 
let alone one for the children.  I know there are some terrific attorneys who do this 
sort of work (some of them here in Clackamas County) but I would love to see each 
county have a long list of such attorneys willing to help out in this fashion.  

 

26) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why.  

Malala Yousafzai.  She is the young Pakistani girl who was shot by the Taliban.  She 
stands for such amazing courage and grace and despite her terrible injuries, she 
continues to encourage girls to seek an education and to stand up for women’s 
rights.  She is absolutely inspiring. 

 

27) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

As a longstanding resident of Clackamas County and member of the legal 
community, I am so blessed and fortunate to be able to call the Clackamas County 
courthouse my home.  I will strive to be the very best judge I can be with the 
experience and tools I’ve been provided and I would very much appreciate the 
opportunity to remain as your judge.   


