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1) Your full name: 

Henry Kantor 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

Multnomah County Courthouse 
1021 SW Fourth Avenue 
Portland, OR   97204 
503-988-3972 

 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

None. 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that 
institution was awarded.  

Millburn (NJ) High School (1968-72) 

University of Pennsylvania (1972-76), BA 

Northwestern School of Law of Lewis & Clark College (1976-79), JD 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  
 
Law Firm of Henry A. Carey, 1979-1983, Associate, Complex Civil Litigation 
 
Delo, Kantor & Stamm, 1984-1986, Partner, Complex Civil Litigation 
 
Pozzi, Wilson, Atchison, O’Leary & Conboy, 1987-1992, Counsel, Complex Civil 
Litigation 
 
Kantor and Sacks, Partner, 1992-1995, Complex Civil Litigation 
 



6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission.  
 
Oregon – All Courts, 1979 
 
United States District Court for the District of Oregon, 1979 
 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 1979 
 
United States Supreme Court, 1988 
 
United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, 1988 
 
United States District Court for the District of Arizona, 1990 
 
United States Court of Federal Claims, 1994 
 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  

None. 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  
 
Co-author, “Class Actions and Shareholder Derivative Actions,” Federal Civil 
Litigation in Oregon (OSB-CLE 1994 and 1998 Supp.) 
 
Co-author, “Relationship Between State and Federal Courts,” Federal Civil 
Litigation in Oregon (OSB-CLE 1998 and 2002 Supps.) 
 
Author, “Pleading Punitive Damages in Oregon,” 17 Litigation Journal No. 3 (OSB 
1998) 
 

8) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  
 
Classroom Law Project Board of Directors, 1997-2000 
 
Multnomah CourtCare Advisory Board, 2003-2006 
 
Multnomah Law Library Board of Directors, 2011-present 
 
Northwestern School of Law Alumni Board, 1996-1999 
 
Northwestern School of Law Trial Practice Class, 1995-2000 
 



Oregon Commission on Judicial Fitness and Disability, 2001-2009, chairperson 
 
Oregon Council on Court Procedures, 1987-1993, vice-chair and chair 
 
Oregon Trial Advocacy College, 2002-2012 
 
Since the early 1980's, I have spoken to groups of lawyers, judges, students and 
people who work in law-related areas in many seminars sponsored by the Oregon 
State Bar, Multnomah Bar Association, Federal Bar Association, Northwestern 
School of Law, Oregon Association of Defense Counsel, Oregon Judicial 
Conference, Oregon Law Institute, Oregon Trial Lawyers Association, American 
Inns of Court, Oregon/Washington Court Reporters Associations, Classroom Law 
Project, Portland Community College and Institute for the Advancement of the 
American Legal System on subjects including Attorney Fees, Business Torts, 
Civil Procedure, Class Actions, Consumer Law, Court Reporting, Criminal Trials 
and Sentencing, Deposition Practice, Ethics, Evidence, Expert Witness Discovery, 
Federal Litigation, Federal Rules, HIPAA, Jury Debriefing, Lawyer Negligence, 
Lender Liability, Medical Negligence, Mediation, Mock Trials, Motion Practice, 
Pleading Punitive Damages, Professionalism, Scientific and Expert Testimony, 
Securities Arbitration, Securities Litigation, Settlement Conferences and Trial 
Practice.  I also have been a regular speaker to the Victims’ Impact Panels 
sponsored by the Multnomah County DUII Community Advisory Board. 
 
For many years, I served as the Courthouse Coordinator for the Classroom Law 
Project’s Oregon State High School Mock Trial Competitions.  I regularly judge 
mock trials and moot court for law school, college, high school and middle school 
student competitions, including the 2004 National High School Mock Trial 
Championship in Orlando.  I have gone to many different classrooms to teach our 
students about important issues which arise in our courts. 
 

9) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal practice? 
Indicate the nature of your typical clients and mention any legal areas in which you 
concentrated. 

I generally represented individuals and small businesses in civil and commercial 
disputes with large businesses.  I handled trials and appeals in state and federal 
courts.  My specialty areas included class actions and individual claims arising 
from the securities, banking, antitrust, health and pension benefit, civil rights and 
employment laws. 

 

10) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 
 
Before I was appointed as a District Court Judge, I served as both a pro-tem and 
reference judge for the Multnomah County Circuit Court, approved by the Oregon 
Supreme Court.  I began serving as an appointed District Court Judge in 1995 and 



was elected to a six-year term in 1996.  I became a Circuit Court Judge in 1998 
and was elected to six-year terms in 2002 and 2008.  Over 2004-2005, I served as a 
pro-tem judge on the Oregon Court of Appeals. 
 

11) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate. 
 
As a Circuit Court Judge, I preside over all types of criminal and civil cases, and 
some family and probate cases.  I handle all forms of pretrial motions and case 
management, jury and court trials, sentencings and probation violations.  I sit on 
our court’s Civil Motion Panel and have administered our court’s Criminal 
Procedures, Professional Negligence and Asbestos Dockets. 
 

12) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

None. 

 

13) State the approximate number of trials or contested hearings over which you have 
presided as the judicial officer during each of the past five years. Indicate roughly how 
many were jury trials and how many were trials to the court.   
 
I do not keep track of the numbers of trials or hearings.  Over the past five years, I 
am confident that I have presided over more than fifty jury trials and many 
hundreds of hearings. 
 

14) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 
 
Prior to becoming a judge, I served as an arbitrator for the Multnomah County 
Circuit Court, the National Association of Securities Dealers, the New York Stock 
Exchange, the American Stock Exchange and the Oregon State Bar Fee Dispute 
Panel.  Since becoming a judge, I have served as a settlement judge in hundreds 
of civil and criminal cases. 
 

15) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments. 
 
Oregon State Bar:  Federal Practice and Procedure Committee, Consumer Law 
Section Executive Committee 
 
Multnomah Bar Association:  Judicial Selection Committee, Court Liaison 
Committee 
 



American Bar Association:  Litigation Section Class Action and Derivate Suit 
Committee 
 
American Inns of Court:  Emeritus Master 
 

16) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 
 
Oregon Judicial Conference:  Judicial Review Committee; Technology Committee 
 
Oregon Judicial Department:  Rule of Law Conference Committee Co-Chair 
 
17) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No.  

 

18) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No. 

 

19) What attracted you to a judicial career? 
 
Throughout my life, I have found myself naturally in the position of trying to help 
people solve problems and disputes, and have developed some professional 
skills toward that end.  As a lawyer, I advocated both for my clients’ positions and 
the fair, honest and practical application of the Rule of Law to dispute resolution.  
I believed that, as a judge, I could continue to help people in this way. 
 

20) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 
 
Judges serve the public’s needs for fair criminal prosecutions and safe and 
reliable dispute resolution.  We need to prepare to work, work hard, decide legal 
and factual disputes correctly and fairly (and hopefully practically).  We must 
utilize the limited resources available to us to manage the difficult cases 
presented to us.  We always should treat everyone who appear in our courtrooms 
with respect and compassion.  And we must do all of these things every day. 



21) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 
 
In a product liability case filed as a class action several years ago, I worked hard 
to craft a written decision which not only decided the issues presented to me but 
also provided a roadmap to how judges should apply the then-new class action 
rules.  The decision was affirmed by the Court of Appeals and has been used by 
judges around the state as a guide to deciding class action issues in cases before 
them. 
 

22) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    
 
Over 2001-2009, I served as a member of the Oregon Commission on Judicial 
Fitness and Disability, including a term as chair.  The Commission receives, 
reviews and evaluates complaints and concerns about Oregon’s judges from 
litigants, lawyers, citizens and court personnel.  If appropriate, we investigate and 
prosecute complaints.  I have had the opportunity to learn a great deal about 
judicial ethics and about how the public perceives judicial conduct.  Now I try to 
provide guidance to judges so that their conduct both complies with the ethical 
rules and meets with “customer satisfaction.” 
 

23) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 
 
My long-time mentor was Portland lawyer John Duncan Ryan, who lived to 90 
years.  John was the type of lawyer who always tried to help anyone who needed 
something from or in the civil or criminal justice system.  He was skillful, learned 
and compassionate.  John was trusted by all types of lawyers and judges to be a 
person of high integrity and extraordinary professionalism.  I can only hope that I 
have been close to that kind of lawyer and judge. 
 

24) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  
 
The people who appear in my courtroom every day are in the best position to 
evaluate my performance.  These include the plaintiffs, defendants, witnesses, 
jurors, lawyers, court staff, visiting students and the many members of the public 
who come to watch the important things that take place in our courts.  Please try 
to talk with someone who has been in my courtroom. 


