
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2014 

1) Full name:  

Jason Adam Heym 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

111 S.W. Columbia St. 
Suite 1150 
Portland, OR 97201 
(503) 731-8888 

 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

www.heymforjudge.org 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that institution 
was awarded.  

Dates School/Contact Info Location Major/Degree 
1998-2002 Willamette University 

College of Law 
Phone no. (503)-370-6282 
  

245 Winter St. 
SE, Salem, 
Oregon 97301  

Doctor of 
Jurisprudence 

1999-2002 Willamette University 
Atkinson Graduate School 
of Management 
Phone no. (503)- 370-6167 
 

315 Winter St. 
SE, Salem, 
Oregon 97301 

Master of Business 
Administration 

2002 University of Florida College 
of Law 
Phone no. (352)-273-0890 
 

309 Village Dr., 
Gainesville, 
Florida 32611 

Tax Program: Decided 
I did not wish to be a 
tax lawyer 

1992-1996 
 
 
 
 
 

1988-1992 
 

  

John Carroll University 
Phone no. (216)-379-1886 
 
 
 
 
Eastlake North High School  
Phone No. (216)-975-3666 

1 John Carroll 
Blvd., University 
Heights. Ohio 
44118 
 
34041 Stevens 
Blvd., Eastlake 
Ohio 44095 
 

Bachelor of Arts: 
History 
  
 
 
 
High School Diploma 
 



 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

 
Attorney, Goldberg and Jones, Portland, Oregon, 2005- Present 
 
      Extensive trial experience in jurisdictions throughout Oregon, proficient in all areas of 
domestic relations practice including complex asset cases, complex custody and parenting 
time issues, all aspects of child and spousal support, Family Abuse Prevention Act issues, 
extensive utilization of mediation and informal dispute resolution; Mentor to newly hired 
attorneys. 
        
  Associate Attorney, Zimmer & Bunch, Portland, Oregon, 2004-2005 
 
      Extensive client contact; negotiated settlements and drafted judgments; argued 
hearings and contested ex parte;  defended depositions; assisted in hearings, mediations 
and depositions; drafted pleadings; organized and    analyzed discovery documents; 
managed client files; legal research and writing. 
 
 
  Solo Practitioner, Portland, Oregon, 2003-2004 
 
      Managed profitable solo law practice representing clients in a wide range of legal 
matters including family, business, landlord- tenant, bankruptcy, personal injury, tax and 
criminal matters. 

 

6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are presently 
admitted and the date of admission.  

Oregon 2002 

 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  

N/A 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

N/A 



 

8) List community, teaching or civic activities.  

1. Volunteer reading group leader at local elementary school. 

2. Member, Board of Directors for Hearts of Fire Adoption Agency (2007-Present) 
The agency specializes in finding placements for children with medically 
challenging conditions such as amputees, HIV-Aids positive, Down ’s syndrome, 
and rare brain disorders.  Worked to set the direction of the agency, set internal 
operations, review contracts, legislation, law, help prepare for state reviews and 
attend board meetings. 

3. Member, St. Helens Kiwanis, participated in St. Helen’s parade, County Fair 
Parking and meetings. 

4. Ongoing Pro Bono activities within my practice.  Example helped parent gain 
custody of child when other parent was mentally incapacitated  

5. Member, Royal Rosarians, Rose Festival Parade Marshall (2009-2010), Rose 
Festival Entertainment Committee member“, committee member on “News Makers” 
2010 varies other volunteer activities. 

6. Member, Gus Solomon Inns of Court (2006-2010) – CLE preparations and 
presentations 

7. Member St. Helens Elk’s Lodge.  Brand new member.  

 

 

9) What is the general character of your practice? Indicate the nature of your typical clients 
and mention any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

 
Mid-sized regional private practice specializing in Family Law.   
 
My clients are individuals, not business or corporate entities. 

 
Represent clients in a wide range of domestic relations matters including but 
not limited to divorce, complex custody and parenting time, third party 
custody and parenting time, spousal and child support, complex asset and 
debt division, business valuation and division, restraining orders, stalking , 
pre- nuptial agreements, modifications of judgment, enforcement of 
judgments.  
 
Extensive litigation experience; dispute resolution before mediators, 
settlement judges and informal settlement meetings as well as work directly 
with counselors, expert witnesses to prepare cases for resolution.  



 

 

10) What percentage of your practice is litigation?  

Almost all of my cases are litigation however most settle prior to trial.  

 

11) Do you regularly appear in court?  

Yes 

 

12) What percentage of your litigation practice in the last five years was in: 

 Federal Trial Courts: 0% 

 Federal Appellate Courts: 0% 

 State Trial Courts: 99% 

 State Appellate Courts: 0% 

 Administrative Bodies: 1% 

 

13) Describe your litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the courts 
and types of cases. 

 

In the past five years I have focused on Domestic relations.  A family law 
lawyer is in court often on intermediate smaller issues, motions, pre-trial 
conferences, restraining orders etc. in addition to the traditional divorce, 
custody and modification trials.   

Much of my courtroom work entails negotiations with the other side with help 
from the judge in order to reach resolution with the parties having some 
control in the process. In my experience the full trial is becoming less 
common as more efforts are being expended on pre-trial issues and 
mediation. 

In the past five years I have appeared in state courts in many parts of Oregon 
including but not limited to Columbia, Multnomah, Clackamas, Washington, 
Lane, Yamhill, Hood River, Clatsop, Lincoln, Marion, Klamath, Josephine and 
Deschutes County. 



14) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

I do not do appellate work and wish to remain on the trial level as I prefer to work 
directly with the litigants not from the cold record.  

 

15) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

N/A 

 

16) State the approximate number of cases you have tried to conclusion in courts of record 
during each of the past five years (or longer period, if you desire), indicating whether you 
were sole, associate or lead counsel.  

In the past five years I have only worked as the sole counsel on all of my trial work.  
This is not a question that I can easily answer as not certain what tried to conclusion 
means.  As stated above in a previous response much of the trial work of a family 
law lawyer is in pre-trial work with final settlements being the norm.  Therefore I am 
in court with hearings, motions and other pre-trial work quite often but would not 
consider those matters tried to conclusion as the ultimate outcome is negotiated 
through some type of dispute resolution.  My guess would be that I have tried 
approximately 30-40 matters to conclusion in addition to the numerous other 
appearances.  

 

17) State the approximate number of cases you have handled in state and federal appellate 
courts in the last five years, indicating whether you were lead or co-counsel. Include 
citations of reported cases.  

0 

 

18) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of the 
courts you have served. 

N/A 

 

19) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments.  

Oregon State Bar 

Family Law Section 



Oregon Academy of Family Law Practitioners 

Gus Solomon Inns of Court 

 

20) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not include 
or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was imposed.  

No 

 

21) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? If 
so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 
authorized for prosecution by the SPRB.  

No 

 

22) Why do you want to be a judge?  

I want to be a judge because I love Columbia County and want to serve my 
neighbors.  My skills and work ethic can be used to help alleviate the horrible back 
log of cases, provide greater access to justice for the citizens and help the 
courthouse run more efficiently.   

 

23) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most important 
for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  

A trial judge needs to be objective, be able to communicate effectively with all who 
appear in his/ her courtroom, and dispassionately apply the facts at hand to the law 
regardless of outside influence of personal bias.   The greatest challenge to that role 
is hubris, the risk that a judge will get too comfortable in their position and start to 
think that they are above the law or that their opinion is the only opinion.   

 

24) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial philosophy, 
or temperament.  

Without disclosing any particulars of any one matter: 

The best part of being a lawyer is being able to work with a client who thinks that 
their troubles are insurmountable and be able to help them find a positive outcome. 



On many occasions the best way that is accomplished is through direct dialogue 
with all the players in order to flesh out a workable solution where everyone’s needs 
are met and some of their wants are in the mix.  When both sides are part of the 
solution it is much more likely that the resolution of any particular situation will 
“stick” and the people will be less likely to be in a similar situation in the future.   

In the heat of the discussions I keep my emotions locked away tight and always try 
to view the issue from all vantage points, and have found that is the best way to help 
resolve a situation.  This takes particular concentration and energy but well worth 
the effort.   

As a judge I would avail this process whenever appropriate.  

 

25) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or that 
you have interest in working toward improving.    

Access to the court system for those not represented by lawyers is an important 
issue facing Columbia County.  Our court house is very difficult to navigate for 
someone without a lawyer; it is like visiting a foreign country and not being able to 
speak the language.  More self-help forms need to be available to the public and 
there needs to be simple to understand directions. 

Many of these forms need to be placed online so people may complete them in the 
comfort of their home and have access to reference material.  This would be an 
invaluable public service and would actually make the court more efficient.  The 
court staff would not have to return as many documents to people who incorrectly 
completed documents and the citizens could get relief quicker. This is an issue I am 
willing to help improve as judge.  

Additionally citizens involved in a suit without a lawyer often struggle for up to a 
year or more waiting for a court date.  Their lives are often on hold.  I am willing to 
head up a group of volunteer experienced lawyers to help mediate disputes where 
no lawyers are involved.  Many of these issues could be resolved months before the 
court date, would provide clarity and certainty to the citizens and clear the court’s 
docket.  

 

26) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

I admire Judge Katherine E Tennyson as she is always prepared, focused and 
straight to the point.  At the same time Judge Tennyson is excellent at treating 
everyone with respect and includes the right amount of humor into otherwise very 
serious circumstances.  Judge Tennyson is able to get her point across even when 
the ruling is against you without being demeaning and always bases her decisions 
in the law. 



 

27) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I am a husband and father of two.  These experiences have given me a deeper 
perspective on the importance of protecting children and ensuring that they are the 
focus. 

Please go to www.heymforjudge.org for more information and thank you for 
considering me for the Columbia County Circuit Court.  


