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1) Full name: 

Christopher L. Garrett 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

Oregon Court of Appeals 
1163 State St 
Salem, OR 97301 
(503) 986-5555 

 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

www.courts.oregon.gov 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that institution 
was awarded.  

Wilson High School, Portland OR (1992) 
Reed College, B.A., Political Science, 1994-1996 
Willamette University, 1992-1993 (transferred to Reed College) 
The University of Chicago Law School, J.D., 1997-2000 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Attorney, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett, New York NY, 2000-2001 

Law Clerk, Hon. Dennis Jacobs, United States Court of Appeals for the Second 
Circuit, 2001-2002 

Attorney, Perkins Coie LLP, Portland OR, 2002-2013 (Associate, Of Counsel) 

Senior Policy Advisor, Senate President Peter Courtney, 2005 



Oregon State Representative, 2009-2013 
 

 

6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are presently 
admitted and the date of admission.  

State of New York, 2001 

U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York, 2001 

State of Oregon, 2003 

U.S. District Court, District of Oregon, 2003 

U.S. Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit 

 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  

n/a 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

Campaign Finance Reform in Oregon: No Easy Answers, 49 Willamette L. Rev. 667 
(2013) 

A Refresher on Removal, Litigation Journal (OSB 2003) 

 

8) List community, teaching or civic activities.  

State legislator (2009-2013) 

Governor’s Commission on Public Safety (2011-2012) 

 

Volunteer judge, Classroom Law Project 

Past member of board of directors, Oregon Lawyers Against Hunger 

 



9) What is the general character of your practice? Indicate the nature of your typical clients 
and mention any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

My private practice concentrated on business litigation, representing mid- to large-
size companies, with particular emphasis in antitrust, trade secret, and employment 
disputes.  In addition to business clients, I represented elected officials, candidates, 
and organizations in political and election law matters. 

 

10) What percentage of your practice is litigation?  

Litigation was approximately 90% of my private practice. 

 

11) Do you regularly appear in court?  

I appeared regularly in state and federal courts in the years prior to becoming a 
legislator.  My court appearances became less frequent during 2009-2013 because 
of legislative service. 

 

12) What percentage of your litigation practice in the last five years was in: 

 Federal Trial Courts: 40% 

 Federal Appellate Courts: 10% 

 State Trial Courts: 30% 

 State Appellate Courts: 10% 

 Administrative Bodies: 10% 

 

13) Describe your litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the courts 
and types of cases. 

Representation of companies in state and federal court proceedings involving, e.g., 
complex business dissolution; failed destination resort development; 
misappropriation of trade secrets. 

 

 

 



14) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

State and federal appeals prior to last five years included representation of utility 
company in contract dispute with industrial customer; representation of company 
seeking affirmance of summary judgment in employment dispute; representation of 
company in federal antitrust appeal; pro bono representation of individual clients in 
several immigration matters. 

 

15) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

n/a 

 

16) State the approximate number of cases you have tried to conclusion in courts of record 
during each of the past five years (or longer period, if you desire), indicating whether you 
were sole, associate or lead counsel.  

One in last five years, as associate counsel; prior to then, approximately six as 
associate counsel, with several additional arbitration and administrative 
proceedings. 

 

17) State the approximate number of cases you have handled in state and federal appellate 
courts in the last five years, indicating whether you were lead or co-counsel. Include 
citations of reported cases.  

n/a 

 

18) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of the 
courts you have served.  

n/a 

 

19) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments.  

Multnomah Bar Association 

 

 



20) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not include 
or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was imposed.  

No 

 

21) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? If 
so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 
authorized for prosecution by the SPRB.  

No 

 

22) Why do you want to be a judge?  

I have been drawn to public service throughout my career, and I have had some 
wonderful professional opportunities.  One of them was serving as a law clerk to an 
appellate judge.  I felt very comfortable with the nature and rhythm of that work.  I 
love being a judge because of the privilege of focusing my professional energy on 
reaching and articulating the result that I think is correct. 

 

23) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most important 
for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  

Judges have a critical but limited role in our constitutional system.  It is for judges to 
apply the law to the facts of a particular case and to have the final word on what the 
law means.  The legitimacy of our power depends fundamentally on judges’ 
commitment to impartiality and on our sensitivity to the proper role of the other 
branches of government.  Judges must have integrity and the temperament to put 
our personal feelings and preferences aside to the best of our ability in arriving at a 
decision. 

 

24) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial philosophy, 
or temperament.  

Early in my career, I had the opportunity to be lead counsel on a pro bono appeal 
that was referred to my firm by an immigrant rights organization.  My client was a 
Somali woman who had applied for, and been denied, asylum.  Her personal story 
was horrific; she and her family were brutalized during the Somali civil war in the 
1990s, after which she fled and ultimately arrived in the United States.  The 
immigration court ruled against her, and the odds did not look good on appeal, but 
the Ninth Circuit reversed.  Among the things this experience taught me were the 



importance of vigorous advocacy; that the law is not merely words on paper, but 
can alter the course of people’s lives in the most profound of ways; and the crucial 
role of the appellate process in identifying error.  

 

25) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or that 
you have interest in working toward improving.    

The justice system is under-resourced.  As a legislator for the last several years, I 
made a priority of advocating for the needs of the judicial branch when it came time 
to write budgets.  I hope to continue to do so in my new role as a judge.  

 

26) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

I have learned a great deal from the work of Oregon’s own Hans Linde.  I became 
familiar with his scholarly work on direct democracy and republican government 
when I was writing my undergraduate thesis.  He was an appellate jurist who also 
had experience in the legislative process, which gave him a valuable perspective on 
the interplay between the branches of government.  His work has influenced me as 
a student, as a practitioner, and as a legislator, and it undoubtedly will influence me 
as a judge. 

 

27) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

 
 


