
Judicial Election Questionnaire - Judge version 

 

1) Your full name: 

Julie Elizabeth Frantz 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

1021 SW Fourth Avenue, Ctrm 228 

Portland, Oregon 97225 

503-988-3045 

 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

None 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that 
institution was awarded.  

Westridge School, 1963-1967 

Stanford University, 1967-1971 

(Seattle University, winter quarter, 1970) 

Northwestern School of Law of Lewis and Clark College, 1972-1975 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Metropolitan Public Defender, 1976–1981; Trial Attorney, Criminal Defense  

Schulte, Anderson, et al (formerly Holmes, DeFrancq and Schulte), 1982 – 1994: 
Associate, 1982–1986; Shareholder, 1986-1994; Civil Litigation Practice 

District Court Judge, Multnomah County; 1994-1995 



Circuit Court Judge, Multnomah County; 1996-present 

6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission.  

Oregon State Bar, 1975 

U.S. District Court, 1983 

 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  

None 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

None specifically; have contributed to an occasional column and prepared CLE 
presentation materials 

 

8) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

Teaching: 

Northwestern School of Law of Lewis and Clark Law School, Adjunct Professor, 
Trial Practice, 1977–1980 

Portland State University, Instructor, Search and Seizure Law, 1977 

Oregon Circuit Court New Judges Seminar, Faculty, 1996–present 

High School Mock Trial Coach (OES), 1999 – 2003 

Presentations/CLE’s: 

Oregon State Bar, CLE Speaker, Trial Advocacy College, 2007; Ethics:  Beyond 
the Code, 1992; Practical Skills: Preparing the Defense Case for Trial 1990, 
Criminal Law, 1980 

Oregon Law Institute: Trying Collision Cases, 1993; Evidentiary Issues, 
Preliminary Facts, 1992; Discovery Techniques and Damages, 1985, 1989 

Professional Liability Fund: Learning the Ropes (for new lawyers)  - Courtroom 
Do’s and Don’ts, 1996-1999; Avoiding Malpractice in the Personal Injury Claims, 
1992; Professionalism/Ethics Panel  



Multnomah Bar Association, Trial Advocacy Workshop: 1986, 2003; 
Professionalism Panel, 1993 

Multnomah Bar Association, Young Lawyers Section: Trial Strategy in the 
Courtroom, 2004; Professionalism and Advocacy, 2003 

National Practice Institute, Objections at Trial, 1993 

Oregon Women Lawyers, Courtroom Communications, 1992 

Western Bar Conference, Judicial Selection Process, 1993 

Western Regional Conference on State-Federal Judicial Relationships: 
Perceptions of the Bar, 1993 

Portland Chamber of Commerce, Gender Issues: Succeeding in a Competitive 
Environment, 1993 

World Affairs Council, International Women Lawyers Symposium, 1993 

Numerous presentations around the state re: the legal system while state bar 
president (1992-93); and locally re: the jury and justice system 

 

Law- Related Boards/Educational Activities: 

Oregon Law Foundation, President, 1989–1990, member: 1987-1990 

Lewis and Clark Law School Board of Visitors, 1997- present; Governance Chair, 
2003 - present 

Classroom Law Project, Advisory Board, 1995-1997; Mock Trial Judge 

Campaign for Equal Justice Advisory Board, 1993-1994 

State Public Defenders, Board of Directors, 1985-1990 

Multnomah County Legal Aid Board of Directors, 1984-1985 

Law School Mock Trial Competition, Judge, 1994, 1996, 1998 

National Client Counseling Competition, Judge, 1992 

 

 

Community/Civic Activities: 

Habitat for Humanity Portland/MetroEast: Board Member: 2009-present 



I Have a Dream Foundation, Board member, 2008-present 

Oregon Episcopal School; President, Board of Trustees, 2003-07; Trustee, 2000-
present 

 Girl Scouts Beyond Bars, Advisory Council, 2006-2010 

Meals on Wheels Volunteer, 1996 – present 

Mayor’s Appointee, Mental Health/Justice System Task Force, 2007 

Mayor’s Appointee, City of Portland Fire and Police Disability Task Force, 1984 

 

9) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal practice? 
Indicate the nature of your typical clients and mention any legal areas in which you 
concentrated. 

Civil litigation practice: primarily insurance defense with a concentration in 
personal injury, employment discrimination, medical malpractice, and real estate 
law  

Criminal defense law: felony and misdemeanor cases, civil commitments 

 

10) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

District Court, Multnomah County (1994 – 1995) 

Circuit Court, Multnomah County (1996 – present) 

 

11) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate. 

I have been serving as the Chief Criminal Judge for the past fifteen years. As 
such, I preside over a daily docket of criminal cases/matters and civil Post-
Conviction Relief matters, collaborate with key justice system entities within the 
county and state in an ongoing effort to ensure a fair and efficient criminal justice 
system and to further public safety goals, and chair numerous internal meetings 
and workgroups with judges and practitioners to develop procedures and 
specialty courts, and carry out a variety of  internal administrative responsibilities 
within the circuit court of our county. 

 



12) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

None 

 

13) State the approximate number of trials or contested hearings over which you have 
presided as the judicial officer during each of the past five years. Indicate roughly how 
many were jury trials and how many were trials to the court.   

In addition to the ongoing internal and external administrative responsibilities as 
Chief Criminal Judge over the past fifteen years as above described, which 
is not compatible with a normal trial schedule, I have a daily court docket 
comprised primarily of various contested matters/trials, major felony 
settlement conferences, case management conferences, grand jury 
selection/issues, aid and assist hearings, G.E.I. cases, pleas and 
sentencings, probation hearings, Post Conviction Relief matters, a variety 
of motions, and matters of an emergency nature that arise daily within the 
criminal justice system. 

 

14) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

Served as an arbitrator in a number tort cases in the early 90’s 

 

15) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments. 

Oregon State Bar:   

President, Oregon State Bar, 1992-93, Board of Governors, 1990-1993 

OSB/ Oregon Supreme Court Task Force on Gender and Fairness, 1995-97 

Economics of Law Practice Committee, 1988-90 

 

Multnomah Bar Association: 

Multnomah Bar Foundation: President: 2013: Board Member: 2010 -present 

Judicial Screening Committee: Chair - 1990-92; member, 1979-1980, 1988-1992 

Professionalism Committee, 1998-2001 

Committee on the Advancement of Equality in the Profession and Justice System, 
1994-95 



Long Range Planning Committee, 1992 

Continuing Legal Education Committee, 1987-90 

 

Other Associations: 

National Association of Women Judges:  

President-Elect: 2013 - 14; Vice-President/Districts: 2010 - 11; Treasurer: 2011-12; 
Secretary: 2012-2103; District 13 Representative: 2007-2010 

Oregon Women Lawyers, 1990 - present 

 

16) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

Appointed to Statewide Commission re: Application of HB 3194; 2013-2016 

President, Oregon Circuit Court Judges Association, 1997-98 

Judicial Conduct Committee, 1994 –2007; Vice–Chair, 2006-07 

Chair, State Criminal Justice Advisory Committee, 2008 - 2010; member 2002- 
2010; chair of subcommittee on Case Management, 2006-07 

Chair, Governor’s Advisory Committee on Population Forecasting for Dept. of 
Corrections, 2006 - present 

Local Public Safety Coordinating Council member (Multnomah County), 1997-
present; Co-chair of the LPSCC Subcommittee on Intersection of Mental Health 
Issues and the Criminal Justice System (current focus: creating a Mental Health 
Court), 2007-present 

 

17) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No 

 

 



18) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No 

 

19) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I believe the justice system in our country as administered through the courts 
provides a civilized approach to resolving legal issues grounded in constitutional 
principles and responsive to an ever-evolving body of law. It is a system of justice 
that incorporates its citizens in fact finding through the jury trial process. It is a 
system that calls on a judge to use sound judgment, balance and compassion 
while following and applying the rule of law. Being in a position within this system 
to create a forum wherein fairness and respect are fundamental expectations 
afforded to every litigant (and to others who appear in court in other capacities) is 
a very rewarding experience.  

After 17 years as a trial attorney, I believed I had the background, temperament 
and commitment to embrace the privilege, if afforded, to serve this community as 
a judicial officer. After 20 years on the bench, I remain committed to both 
improving the justice system, from inside and outside the courtroom, and still 
adhere to the premise that each encounter and the manner in which each 
decision is reached and conveyed either strengthens or damages the goal of 
creating trust and confidence in our justice system by all members of our 
community. It is this desire to provide fairness and respect, and to promote trust 
and confidence in our justice system that initially attracted and continues to 
engage me as a judge.  

 

20) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

A judicial officer has the continuous and profound responsibility to create and 
instill in the community a sense of trust and confidence in the justice system 
which flows from what he or she does both within and outside the courtroom, and 
within our community– locally and beyond. Within the courtroom, it is the role of 
the judge to conduct the proceedings in a fair and impartial manner, and to do so 
in such a way that, in addition to actual fairness, there is also a perception of 
fairness by those involved and in attendance, as it is this perception that 
individuals (litigants, lawyers, witnesses, jurors, staff, spectators) take from the 
courtroom to their respective communities that helps build this trust.  

Subject matter competence, diligence, preparedness, sound judgment, treating 
all with respect and dignity, an even temperament, attentiveness/listening, 
patience, compassion, clarity of factual and legal findings, humility and a 
commitment to enabling access to justice to all are all critical aspects of serving 



those in our community who enter our courts and/or are affected by our 
decisions. Setting the expectation for and maintaining professionalism and 
civility in the courtroom is also a judge’s responsibility. 

Each judicial officer has the responsibility to further the ends of justice by 
working within the court system with other justice system entities to further the 
goals of a fair, impartial and efficient justice system, and to simultaneously be 
active through judicial outreach in the community to engage in exchanges with a 
wide range of community members about the role of our court and justice system 
(e.g., community groups, through legislative open houses, interacting with school 
groups ,etc.).  

With the volume of cases that flow though our court, it is always a challenge to 
balance the time necessary to fully address a case or issue with the demands of 
the docket.  

One of the greatest challenges to the judicial role within the context of criminal 
cases is the lack of resources in the community to provide treatment to those 
who are suffering from an addiction such as substance abuse, or a diagnosed 
mental illness. These resources, if available, would reduce recidivism by 
preventing in many instances further criminal activity which results in 
victimization, livability issues and increasing costs to the community as the need 
for greater jail/prison space grows.   Also lacking as a tool to reduce recidivism is 
a transitional work release program that would allow offenders determined to not 
to pose a danger to the community, and who are under the Sheriff’s or Dept. of 
Community Justice’s supervision, to maintain employment so that they could pay 
restitution or compensatory fines to victims, child support, treatment fees, and 
assessments while completing a sentence.  

A judge also has the responsibility and ongoing challenge to ensure equal and 
comprehensible access to court processes to pro se litigants and to those who 
are in need interpreters in all types of cases.  As our community becomes more 
multicultural, this is an ever-evolving challenge as the court system is a dynamic 
one where processes and documents are constantly changing to reflect new laws 
and best practices.  

 

21) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

In the criminal law context: several opinions addressing the issue of a 
defendant’s ability to aid and assist/competence to proceed to trial in accordance 
with ORS 161.360 -.370.   These opinions required national legal research, 
reviewing of reports/opinions from multiple experts, numerous days of testimony 
at several intervals involving relay interpreters, and called for a thoughtful, 
balanced approach and a final decision, which recognized the interests at issue in 



a vigorously contested matter, within the parameters of the statutory scheme and 
legal precedents as applied to the facts determined from the evidence. 

In the civil law context: an opinion on a challenge to the constitutional validity of 
an act under Chptr. 838 of Oregon Laws based on its compliance with title 
requirements and the origination clause (although unusual, the statutory authority 
allowed this issue to be raised at the trial court level). 

 

22) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I will mention two.  

(1) There are many individuals in the criminal justice system who suffer from a 
diagnosed mental illness that remains inadequately treated. A 
significant number are chronic offenders whose mental illness 
significantly contributes to ongoing criminal conduct which affects the 
livability of others in the community as well as their own; many are in 
custody. It is critical to construct an alternative to the default position 
of incarceration to address this issue of increasing concern to our 
community as a whole and to the individuals involved. I am co-chaired 
a LPSCC committee with the former county’s Director of Human 
Services to create a Mental Health Court that we launched in 2008 that 
will provide a diversion court for those with a diagnosed mental illness 
who are currently on probation for low to medium level offenses . This 
will free up costly jail beds to incarcerate those who pose a serious 
threat to public safety, and provide a strictly monitored but supportive 
alternative court to draw on available resources in the community to 
address the underlying issues inherent in treatment, thus reducing 
recidivism and furthering public safety and rehabilitative goals. 

After leading for a year a workgroup comprised of  various partners in the 
criminal justice system and with the Veteran’s Administration, our court has 
now established a Veteran’s Docket for those individuals who  are veterans, 
and choose to be identified as veterans to gather  wrap- around services in 
the community enabled by Federal funding to support their staying in the 
community under supervision on probation, rather than go to prison, in certain 
types of felony cases, excluding sex offenses, domestic violence cases and 
the more serious Measure 11 person-to person cases involving alleged acts of 
violence. 

 

(2) Jury compensation is another issue which requires reform. Citizen 
participation though our grand jury and trial jury system is both a cherished right 
and significant responsibility that forms a cornerstone of our justice system in 
this country. The current de minimis compensation makes it prohibitive for many 



to serve due to financial hardship, especially on the four week grand jury terms. 
As I have the responsibility for seating the three ongoing grand juries in our 
county, I have a particular interest in improving this situation to make it more 
accessible to all who qualify to serve.  

 

 23) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

While perhaps not strictly ‘legal figures,’ Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
acted in nonviolent ways at critical times in our country’s history to move forward 
the civil rights movement, paving the way for U.S. Supreme Court to outlaw racial 
segregation in a sequence of decisions. It is the courage to act with conviction at 
great personal risk, and in a non-violent manner, for the benefit of the greater 
community that gives rise to my deep admiration. 

 

24) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

Organization/Peer recognition: 

Award of merit, Multnomah Bar Association, 1992 

Distinguished Graduate Award, Northwestern School of law of Lewis and Clark 
College, 1993 

Oregon Women’s Political Caucus ‘Achievement’ Award, 1994 

Citizens Crime Commission Fred A. Stickel Public Sector Award, 2007 

Oregon Episcopal School Drinkward Award for Trustee Excellence, 2007 


