
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2014 

 

1) Your full name: 

William D. Cramer, Jr. 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

Circuit Court 
Harney County Courthouse 
450 W. Buena Vista Ave., Burns, Or 97720 
(541) 573-5207 

 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

N/A 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that 
institution was awarded.  

Burns Union High school, 1970-1973 

Harvard College, AB American History, 1973-1978 

University of Oregon Law School, JD, 1978-1981 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Cramer and Pinkerton (and its successors in interest) 1981-1996.  Partner 1983 
forward.  General Practice both civil and criminal law. 

 

 

 



6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission.  

Oregon State Bar, 1981 

United States District Court for Oregon, 1986 

 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  

N/A 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

N/A 

 

8) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

Teaching and Presentations:  Numerous panels and CLEs for Judicial Conference 
(family law, judicial trades, etc.); Structured Sanctions in Juvenile Court at JDAI 
national intersite conference in New Orleans 2006, Multiple presentations at 
Central and Eastern Oregon Juvenile Justice Consortium Conferences.  
Presentations at local service clubs on various subjects (Lions, Rotary). 

 

9) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal practice? 
Indicate the nature of your typical clients and mention any legal areas in which you 
concentrated. 

General practice.   As examples, I have done criminal prosecution (municipal 
court), criminal defense including multiple aggravated murder cases, all types of 
civil litigation from medical malpractice to product liability, employment law and 
everything in-between.  In addition I had an office practice of probate, real estate, 
business planning, etc. 

 

10) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Juvenile Judge pro tem, 1994-1996 

Justice of the Peace, Burns District 1995-96 



Circuit Judge Pro tem, Multnomah County 1996 

Circuit Judge Grant and Harney Counties 1997-present 

 

11) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate. 

As the only judge in my district, I preside over all the types of cases filed in the 
Circuit Court.   Drug treatment courts were implemented in both counties under 
my administration and  I acted as the judge in those courts for approximately five 
years.  Harney still has a specialty drug court over which I am the administrative 
head but no longer act as the judge. 

 

12) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

I have served two different times as a pro tem on a panel with the Court of 
Appeals.  I believe I helped decide 15-20 cases and authored one opinion. 

 

13) State the approximate number of trials or contested hearings over which you have 
presided as the judicial officer during each of the past five years. Indicate roughly how 
many were jury trials and how many were trials to the court.   

More than 180 jury trials in the last 5 years.   As for contested cases I do all the 
cases in my judicial district.  If I include mental health, probate, juvenile, 
restraining order, etc. and exclude small claims and traffic, it appears to be more 
than another 80 to 100 cases/yr., or at least 400 contested trials/hearings. 

 

14) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

Minimal. 

 

15) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments. 

I have been a member of various Oregon State bar sections.   I served on the 
executive committee of the Aviation Section.  I was on the Local Responsibility 
Comm. for several years for Malheur and Harney Counties and was the Chair for 
part of that time. 



I also served on numerous law-related local committees before I became a judge 
(and many more after) including the Harney Courthouse remodel committee, 
Local Public Coordinating Counsels in both counties, Community Corrections 
committees, etc. 

 

16) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

Oregon Circuit Judges Association executive committee, 2003-2009.  Held all 
offices, President 2008. 

Presiding Judge which includes regular meetings and assignments during the 
year at the request of the Chief Justice.  1997-present. 

“Chief Justice’s Executive Committee”, which later became the “Chief Justice’s 
Judicial Council” was a regular member though some break in terms.  Served 
under Chief Justice Carson, Chief Justice DeMuniz, and Chief Justice Balmer. 

Court Reorganization Efficiency Workgroup I and II.  (CREW I and CREW II).  This 
committee replaced the judicial council and serves to advise the Chief Justice 
and address policy, procedural, and efficiency issues. 

State Wide Court Facilities Committee.  I was a judicial department representative 
on this committee that included county officials, state legislators, business, and 
others. 

I have been a member of numerous sections within the judicial department that 
review legislation and educate judges on topics.   

 

17) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

no 

 

18) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

no 

 

 



19) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

The law firm I was in was at a point of transition.  I had personally been involved 
in seeking to obtain additional judicial resources for the local south eastern 
Oregon area.  Several individuals approached me and asked me to consider to 
run for election.  As for many judges, ultimately it was the best way to use my 
legal experience and knowledge to serve the public.  Service to others and 
seeking to better the life of the communities of those I care about is a civic 
responsibility in which I believe.  

 

20) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

This topic is difficult to describe briefly.  Court’s resolve disputes and make 
determinations that affect individuals, businesses, government and all those that 
seek the Court’s services.  First, to make a correct and just decision a judge must 
determine what happened—the facts.  This is difficult.  I believe a judge is better 
able to do this by carefully listening to all parties, letting them know they have 
been heard, and recognizing and accounting for diversity in those who appear 
before the judge.  This takes intentional effort to be socially and culturally 
informed. Second, a judge must adhere to the law.  Legal principals should be 
applied neutrally based upon the intent of legislators (who pass statutes), intent 
of the drafters of the constitutions (state and federal), and following established 
case law decided by superior courts.  A judge’s personal opinion of whether the 
law is ideal should not enter in to the decision.  A judge should not be influenced 
by political or outside pressures.  Maintaining the impartiality of the courts and 
being open so the public can see this is critical to assuring the public of basic 
fairness. 

On an individual level a judge must be knowledgeable about the law and have the 
ability to apply it correctly.  A judge must have personal integrity, work hard to 
decide cases in a timely manner, be intellectually honest, be willing to explain his 
decisions from the bench, and be willing to silently bear criticism, even if unfair, 
without responding.  A judge must have a commitment to fairness, justice under 
the law, and impartiality. 

There are many challenges.   One of the most concerning is the lack of resources.  
There is a need for more judges and court staff to meet increasing case loads. 

 

21) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

State v Bratcher.   This was a murder trial in Grant County involving several new, 
if not novel, legal issues.  Much of the defense case centered on PTSD (post-



traumatic stress disorder) and issues involving military training. I had to make 
numerous evidentiary and procedural rulings.    

In the Matter of the Determination of the Silvies River Water Rights.  This case 
involved a review that impacted the largest water system in Harney County. 

In both these cases there were complex legal issues and strong public emotion 
and sentiment.  I did not avoid the controversy, and demonstrated my ability to 
determine the facts without bias or affect from the public, and applied the correct 
legal principles.   

All cases are important to the litigants, and I have always given my best in each 
case. 

 

22) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

There are many important issues. These include maintaining Constitutional 
judicial independence;  mental health disorders in our criminal populations and 
how to address those for community safety; community safety through 
sentencing that changes behavior (e.g. drug and treatment courts; smart 
sentencing policies); sufficient judicial resources to meet the public’s need to 
resolve disputes; and using technology to improve efficiency—but not at the 
expense of letting all sides be heard and the correct decision made.   

 

23) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

My father, who practiced law for over 50 years.  I admired his integrity.  He built 
long lasting, positive relationships with clients.  He established an ethic that in 
addition to doing your work well, you also had a responsibility to serve the 
community, --and in his case, serve on state wide committees, --with the goal of 
making civic life better for everyone.  He also truly enjoyed his legal practice.  

 

24) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

N/A 
 


