
OLIO has been one of the most important events I have attended 
during my legal career. As an incoming law student and a non-
native English speaker with three small children, the transition to law 
school was incredibly challenging and a significant culture shock. I 
questioned whether I belonged in the field of law. If not for OLIO and 
the support I found there, I would not have returned to school after 
the first year. OLIO is not simply a weekend CLE, it sets a foundation 
to help underrepresented students feel welcome, supported, and 
thrive as lawyers in Oregon. It helps to build important connections 
and networks critical to success. I know the support I received at OLIO 
and the friendships I made during that event are the reason I chose to 
remain in law school and why I decided to practice in Oregon.

Claudia Garcia Groberg 
Attorney in Charge of the Civil Recovery Section 

Oregon Department of Justice 
University of Oregon School of Law, 2003

I attended my first OLIO program nineteen years ago (August 2000), as 
an incoming law student at Lewis & Clark Law School. I had just moved 
to Oregon from New Mexico and had experienced a bit of a culture 
shock. I found OLIO to be hugely beneficial to me as a student. The 
programs that I participated in at OLIO greatly helped to relieve some 
of the anxiety and mystery about law school by helping to prepare 
me for what to expect during my first year. I made connections with 
lawyers and judges, which helped me to better connect with the legal 
community. More importantly I established friendships with many of my 
peers, whom I now count as dear friends and allies to this day.

Angela Franco Lucero 
Attorney at Law 
Kranovich & Lucero, LLC 
Lewis & Clark Law School, 2003

Words cannot describe the value I gained by attending OLIO before 
the start of my law school journey. The program, from beginning to 
end was filled with moments that shaped my approach to law school 
and my legal career. The friendships I’ve developed with other students, 
attorneys, and judges through the program made my decision to 
practice in Oregon an easy one to make.

Nate Aggrey 
Honors Attorney 

Oregon Department of Justice 
Willamette University School of Law, 2016

Find out more about OLIO programs and events at www.osbar.org/diversity
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