…eCourt was intended as a business transformation project that
would greatly increase the public’s
access to courts and support greater centralization of judicial operations necessary to meet the needs
and expectations of those served
by the judicial branch. eCourt
was also intended to serve as a
catalyst for change, requiring the
branch to confront traditions and
culture that had been unquestionably accepted for over 100 years
and were impediments to changes
that would permit the branch to
operate more efficiently on less
revenue.
The vision for the Oregon eCourt system is to ensure access to court services for
all, improve court efficiency and ensure
that judges have the most complete information possible in order to make decisions
in a timely manner. To date, 10 Oregon
counties have completed their eCourt
implementations. Chief Justice Thomas

A. Balmer is now overseeing the project.
About the current state of the project,
Balmer says, “We’re delighted that our
eCourt roll-out is on time and on budget.
Like most large IT projects, eCourt has
had its challenges, but the
Odyssey case management system
is now operating in 10 different circuit
courts, and we’re working to make sure
the transition to eCourt in Multnomah
County — our largest trial court — is as
seamless as possible.”
How is This Going to Work?
Electronic filing with the Oregon
eCourt system is relatively straightforward. A single website, https://oregon.
tylerhost.net, provides access to any circuit
court 45 business days after it has that has
implemented the Oregon eCourt Case
Information (OECI) system. There is no
cost to sign up, and as of Oct. 1, 2013, all
documents filed electronically will not be
charged a transaction fee, though statu-

More Information to Follow on eCourt Roll-Out
The Oregon eCourt Case Information (OECI) system will be implemented
in Multnomah County on May 12, replacing the 30-year-old Oregon Judicial
Information Network (OJIN). There are two helpful online resources for the
Multnomah Circuit Court implementation. The court’s website has a document
to help clarify the details of the eCourt system and how it will change the
way you do business as a lawyer, and also has a schedule of orientations for
practitioners on the OECI system. Both documents are available at http://
courts.oregon.gov/multnomah/Pages/index.aspx.
The Multnomah Bar Association’s website currently has helpful background
information and a timeline of events for the OECI launch, and soon it will
have a video recording of one of the orientation sessions at www.mbabar.org/
Resources/News/158/Details/.
If you have questions or concerns about the eCourt process or system,
contact oregonecourt@osbar.org.
Important note on online service interruptions: Online access to
information on Multnomah County cases will not be available starting at
5:30 p.m., May 5 and continuing until 8 a.m., May 27. The blackout period
is necessary in order for the transition from the old OJIN to the new eCourt
information system to take place and to validate that the data moved from
OJIN into OECI is accurate. In addition, statewide access to OJIN online is
scheduled to be blocked on four occasions throughout the month, much of
it overnight or on weekends where possible. As more detailed information
becomes available, the Oregon Judicial Department will be sending out
informational notices to bar members. Check for detailed information updates
on the court and Multnomah bar’s websites (linked above) as time goes on and
details change.

tory filing fees still apply. Electronic access to view court calendars, case records,
documents and more is available through
a subscription to the Oregon eCourt Case
Information system. Users’ computer system requirements are minimal. Any modern computer capable of connecting to the
Internet and running Internet Explorer 7
or higher, or the Mozilla Firefox browser,
will be compatible with the system. However, the file-type requirement may be
new to most people because documents
submitted to the Oregon eCourt system
must be in PDF format. PDF, short for portable document format, was developed in
the early 1990s to allow document sharing
between different computer systems. It is
a robust and common file type, but many
users will have to learn to save their documents as PDF files. Some documents must
be physically scanned in order to convert
them to electronic PDF files before submitting them to the court.
The move to Oregon eCourt is a drastic change in the way we interact with the
courts, so apprehension is understandable.
Implementing new technologies in your
law office in order to use the new system is
one such cause for concern. For example,
PDF documents submitted using the eFiling system must contain searchable text.
Because of this requirement, Microsoft
Word or Corel WordPerfect documents
must be properly converted to PDF so
the text is preserved, or, Optical Character Recognition software (OCR) must
be used to modify the PDF documents
so that they contain searchable text. To
accomplish this, attorneys and law firms
may have to purchase physical scanners or
OCR-capable PDF software such as Adobe Acrobat Professional or Foxit PhantomPDF. The eFiling system also requires
the Microsoft Silverlight browser plugin.
Silverlight is similar to Adobe Flash but
has a larger set of features. It can be downloaded for free at www.microsoft.com/
silverlight.
Patton Echols, a well-established attorney in Gresham, says that his main apprehensions are “whether the system will
actually work as advertised — and getting
training or a chance to practice/browse
around the system without having live
cases.” To assist users with this, free training for eFiling is provided online at https://
oregon.tylerhost.net, and user guides can
be downloaded from that same website
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