Oregon State Bar Licensed Paralegal Program
Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Licensed Paralegal?

What is a Licensed Paralegal (LP)?

Oregon Licensed Paralegals (LPs) will be licensed to offer specific and limited legal services in
family law and landlord/tenant law. LPs will be required to demonstrate that they have a clear
understanding of the scope of their license, and what legal issues would require a referral to a
lawyer for more complex legal assistance.

What can a Licensed Paralegal (LP) do?

As a licensee of the Oregon State Bar, a Licensed Paralegal (LP) is licensed to practice law in
Oregon subject to the limited scope of their licensure. Information about the types of cases and
tasks an LP may take on is available here. Rule 11 of the Rules for Licensing Paralegals goes into
additional detail about what activities are inside and outside the scope of the LP’s license.

Who licenses and regulates Licensed Paralegals (LPs)?

The Oregon State Bar regulates the practice of law in Oregon, subject to rules adopted by the
Oregon Supreme Court. LPs must be licensed by the Oregon State Bar in order to practice. The
bar will use a Committee of Paralegal Assessors to evaluate applications.

The Professional Liability Fund will provide liability coverage to LPs, as it does with lawyers.
Additional information on the Professional Liability Fund (PLF) is available on its website
www.osbplf.org.

When does the Oregon Licensed Paralegal (LP) program begin?

The Oregon State Bar’s Licensed Paralegal (LP) program will go into effect in January 2024. The
application process is currently open. The application can be found here.

If | have additional questions, who should | contact?

Questions about the Oregon State Bar’s Licensed Paralegal (LP) program should be directed to

LP@osbar.org.
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