Oregon State Bar Licensed Paralegal Program
Frequently Asked Questions

Information for the Public
What is a Licensed Paralegal (LP)?
Oregon Licensed Paralegals (LPs) will be licensed to offer specific and limited legal services in family law and
landlord/tenant law. LPs will be required to demonstrate that they have a clear understanding of the scope of
their license, and what legal issues would require a referral to a lawyer for more complex legal assistance.
How will the public find and access Licensed Paralegals (LPs)?
The Oregon State Bar anticipates that some law firms will have Licensed Paralegals (LPs) on staff, and
consumers will be able to inquire directly. Other LPs or firms will offer services through traditional
community outreach.

What consumer protections are built into the program?

Licensed Paralegals (LPs) in Oregon are subject to the same regulatory framework as Oregon lawyers. In
addition to admissions requirements, LPs are required to:

e Carry malpractice insurance through the Professional Liability Fund. Additional information on the
Professional Liability Fund (PLF) is available on its website www.osbplf.org.

e Pay into Client Security Fund, which reimburses clients who lose money as a result of dishonest
conduct by an LP or lawyer.

e Comply with rules for managing client funds.
e Complete minimum continuing legal education requirements; and

e Comply with Oregon Rules of Professional Conduct for Licensed Paralegals, or “ethics rules.” Those
who violate the LP RPCs can be subject to discipline ranging from reprimand, suspension, or
disbarment.

As members of the Oregon State Bar, LPs will also have full access to OSB resources such as BarBooks and
Fastcase, to support their knowledge and competency.

What if someone has a problem with a Licensed Paralegal (LP)?

Complaints about Oregon Licensed Paralegals(LPs), as well as lawyers, should be directed to the Oregon State
Bar here.
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In addition, all LPs are required to carry malpractice coverage through the Oregon State Bar Professional
Liability Fund. In addition to malpractice coverage, members will have full access to all of the services of the
PLF. These include free and confidential practice management assistance through the Practice Management
Advisor team, claims assistance by the PLF claims attorneys, a wide range of legal education and resources,
and the free and confidential services of the Oregon Attorney Assistance Program that helps members with
well-being and personal challenges.

Additional information on the Professional Liability Fund (PLF) is available on its website (www.osbplf.org).

If I have additional questions, who should | contact?

Questions about the Oregon State Bar’s Licensed Paralegal (LP) program should be directed to LP@osbar.org.
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