Oregon State Bar Licensed Paralegal Program
Frequently Asked Questions

Development of the Licensed Paralegal (LP) program
Why did Oregon create this new type of legal licensure?

Oregon faces a crisis in civil legal services, with up to 85% of Oregonians unable to access help for significant
legal issues affecting their lives. The Courts and the Bar — together with other civic leaders — are exploring
innovative solutions. This new type of licensure will be an additional tool to bring affordable legal assistance to
Oregonians in family and housing law, the two areas where the crisis is most acute.

What process did the Oregon State Bar and Oregon Supreme Court follow in considering this change?

The idea of licensing paralegals in Oregon was proposed by a 2016-17 Futures Task Force that examined
challenges facing the long-term provision of legal services in Oregon. From 2018-2022 the proposal went
through extensive study and development by multiple task forces. Each stage included outreach to both the
public and bar members for substantive input. The final proposal was approved by the Oregon Supreme Court
in July 2022. Between 2022 and 2023, additional workgroups crafted the rules, regulations, and policies to
prepare for implementation.

Is Oregon the first state to license paralegals for some limited legal services?

No. Oregon is among a small group of states establishing similar limited licenses but is not the first. Oregon
looked at models that have been implemented in other states, including what lessons were learned, to craft
the Oregon Licensed Paralegal (LP) program. Priorities were to incorporate robust consumer protections while
increasing access to a diverse and inclusive bar to serve the legal needs of Oregonians.

If | have additional questions, who should | contact?

Questions about the Oregon State Bar’s Licensed Paralegal (LP) program should be directed to LP@osbar.org.
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