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Ambiguous Questions

Objection
I object on the grounds that the question is [ambiguous / vague / 
unintelligible].

Response
In most circumstances, it is better to rephrase the question unless counsel  
is certain of the question’s clarity.

Explanation
There is no Oregon Rule specifically covering forms of questions. The 
court has discretion to sustain the objection pursuant to Rule 611(1). An 
ambiguous question is one that is susceptible to at least two interpretations, 
or that is so vague or unintelligible as to make it likely to confuse the jury 
or witness.

For additional research, see Laird C. KirKpatriCK, OregOn evidenCe 
§611.03 (5th ed 2007) (supplemented periodically). 

Rule 611.  
Mode and order of interrogation and presentation. 

(1) The court shall exercise reasonable control over the mode 
and order of interrogating witnesses and presenting evidence so 
as to make the interrogation and presentation effective for the 
ascertainment of the truth, avoid needless consumption of time and 
protect witnesses from harassment or undue embarrassment.

Here’s a sample page to illustrate how practical this  
new book is. Take this reference to court with you and  
be prepared to object to evidence or respond when your  
opposing counsel makes an objection.

Return Policy:
Returns with receipt (packing list) are accepted within 45 days from the shipping date.  
Defective products will be replaced. Full refund for books with no visible marks, creases, 
etc., and in salable condition. Full refund for unopened CDs and audio and video products. 
Please send to OSB, Attention: Returns, 16037 SW Upper Boones Ferry Road, P.O. Box 
231935, Tigard, Oregon 97281-1935. Questions? Call 503-431-6413; toll-free in Oregon 
1-800-452-8260, ext. 413.
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From ambiguous questions to hearsay to relevance, 
understanding and properly using the possible  
objections to evidence at trial is an essential skill of  
a successful and effective trial lawyer. 

Arranged in alphabetical order of objections, each possible objection  
provides you with:

n  The proper form of objection

n  The possible responses to an objection

n  An explanation of the objection and responses

n  A cross-reference to OregOn evidenCe, by Laird C. Kirkpatrick, 
for further research

n  The full text of the relevant Oregon Evidence Rule(s)

n  Space for notes related to your current case or new case law

Oregon Trial Objections provides novice and seasoned litigators alike 
with a handy quick-reference tool, to be ready to state the proper 
objection to any questionable evidence at trial and to respond to  
objections raised by opposing counsel. 



Other Books for Your Library

Oregon Uniform Civil Jury Instructions
The instructions included cover: cautionary and general instructions;  
negligence, causation, foreseeability, and comparative negligence; agency; 
motor vehicles; miscellaneous torts; employment actions; condemnation; 
contracts; damages; landlord-tenant; and verdicts.

 ______ 2005 1 vol. with 2006–2008 supplements and forms on 
            CD [555.KT] $235.00 .........................................................  $ ______

 ______ 2008 supplement with forms on CD [555.08KS] $70.00 ...  $ ______

 2009 Supplement available early December.

Oregon Uniform Criminal Jury Instructions
The instructions included cover: general instructions; defenses; offenses 
against the state; homicide; assault, menacing, recklessly endangering, and 
coercion; kidnapping and custodial interference; rape, sodomy, and sexual 
offenses; family offenses; theft; burglary and criminal trespass; arson and 
criminal mischief; robbery; forgery; riot, harassment, and disorderly conduct;  
weapons and firearms; vice; controlled substances; traffic offenses; wildlife 
offenses; boating offenses; animals computer crime miscellaneous;  
environmental crime; and sentencing-phase.

 ______  2002 1 vol. with 2003–2008 supplements and forms on 
             CD [565.KT] $265.00 ........................................................... $ _______

 ______ 2008 supplement with forms on CD [565.08KS] $50.00 ... $ _______

Oregon Civil Litigation Manual
This book guides you all the way from the initial client interview to the 
appeals process. The 2004 revision updates rules, cases, and statutes, 
including the substantially revised laws enacted by the 2003 Legislature 
governing judgments. The 2009 supplement includes various aspects of the 
Oregon eCourt program, as well as e-filing, analysis of the judgment statute 
updates made during recent legislative sessions, postverdict review of  
punitive damages awards, an updated list of Oregon attorney fee provisions, 
and more than 100 forms.

 ______  2004 2 vols. with 2009 supplement and forms on 
             CD [430.KT] $275.00 ........................................................... $ _______

 ______ 2009 supplement with forms on CD [430.09KS] $115.00 . $ _______

  Subtotal: $ _______

License Agreement for Forms on CD:
Some of these products include forms on CD licensed to one attorney user. Additional 
licenses are $20 or $45. If you would like to review the license agreement before 
purchasing additional licenses, please contact the Legal Publications department at 
503-431-6345 or visit our Web site at www.osbar.org/_docs/legalpubs/LicenseAgreement.
pdf. BarBooksTM subscribers do not need to purchase additional licenses.



Payment Options:          

❏ Check enclosed: payable to Oregon State Bar           

❏ Please bill: Customer No. __________________________________________________

❏ Credit card (VISA & MasterCard Only)

All the information below is required when paying by credit card.

Credit card number _____________________________  Expiration date ______________

Name on Credit Card (Please Print) _____________________________________________

Credit Card Billing Address ___________________________________________________

City _________________________  State ______________  Zip Code ________________

Authorized Signature ________________________________________________________

Four Ways to Order:

1. Online: Order online with a credit card at our secure bookstore at www.osbar.org.   
 Note: BarBooks™ discount not available online. 
2. Mail: Mail order with payment to: Oregon State Bar Service Desk, 
 16037 SW Upper Boones Ferry Road, P.O. Box 231935, Tigard, Oregon 97281-1935.
3. Fax: Fax this page, including credit card information, to the Service Desk at 
 503-968-4456. To avoid duplicate orders, do NOT mail a copy.
4. Phone: Call the Service Desk at 503-431-6413, or toll-free in Oregon at
 1-800-452-8260, ext. 413.
 Please allow two weeks for normal delivery for all order methods.
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Order Form

Oregon Trial Objections 

Name                                       Bar #

Firm Name Phone

Shipping Address (No P.O. Box)

City                             State Zip Code

____  2009 1 vol. spiral bound [521.09B] $105 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $______

____      Early-bird price (by December 31, 2009) $94.50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $______

 Subtotal from other side: $______

Subtotal: $______

 Subtract 40% if you’re a BarBooks™ subscriber: $______

Shipping & handling fee: $______ 

 TOTAL ORDER: $______
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