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Oregon State Bar 
Special Open Meeting of the Board of Governors   

January 10, 2014 
Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Tom Kranovich at 9:00 a.m. on January 10, 2014. The 
meeting adjourned at 10:23 a.m. Members present from the Board of Governors were Jenifer 
Billman, Jim Chaney, Patrick Ehlers, Hunter Emerick, Ray Heysell, Matt Kehoe, Theresa Kohlhoff, 
John Mansfield, Audrey Matsumonji, Caitlin Mitchel-Markley, Travis Prestwich, Josh Ross, Richard 
Spier, Simon Whang, Charles Wilhoite, Timothy Williams and Elisabeth Zinser. Staff present were 
Sylvia Stevens, Helen Hierschbiel, Susan Grabe, Mariann Hyland, Kay Pulju, Dani Edwards, Kateri 
Walsh, Catherine Petrecca, and Camille Greene. Also present were Ira Zarov, PLF CEO; Marilyn 
Harbur, ABA HOD Delegate; and Michael Haglund, 2013 OSB President. 

1. Call to Order 

Mr. Kranovich asked whether there were any additions to the agenda. 

Motion: Ms. Zinser moved, Mr. Spier seconded, and the board voted unanimously to approve the 
agenda. 

2. Welcome and Introductions 

Mr. Kranovich welcomed new board members: Mr. Chaney, Mr. Mansfield, Mr. Whang and 
Ms. Zinser. Mr. Kranovich discussed his  three new communication tools: a Facebook© page; 
a BOG email address (president@osbar.org); and a blog.  

The board discussed the best practice for disseminating information among the board and 
the use of email for this purpose. They concurred the best practice was to send information 
to the Executive Director or the President for placement on the agenda. This would also 
address any public meeting implications. 

3. Meal Planning – February BOG Meetings in Salem 

Ms. Stevens asked the board for feedback on variety and quantity of meals at future board 
meetings.  

4. Request for Discipline System Evaluation 

In Mr. Gleason's absence, Ms. Stevens made a request of the board: 

1. Ask the Oregon Supreme Court to invite the ABA Center for Professional Responsibility 
Standing Committee on Discipline to conduct an on-site review of the OSB discipline 
system. The review would cost $7000. Two additional memos were handed out. 
[Exhibits A & B] 

Motion: Ms. Billman moved, Mr. Wilhoite seconded, and the board voted to make the request to the 
Oregon Supreme Court, as amended by Ms. Zinser to include review of Mr. Gleason's specific 
recommendations. Ms. Mitchel-Markley, Ms. Kohlhoff and Mr. Ross opposed. 
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5. Preview of ABA HOD Agenda 

Ms. Harbur discussed the ABA HOD resolutions and fielded questions from the board 
regarding the draft ABA HOD Agenda. Ms. Harbur presented the possible Illinois State Bar 
resolution opposing ABA EOP 464 re: joint ownership of law firms with non-lawyers. The 
board took no action. 

6. Request for Sponsorship for NLADA Conference 

Ms. Petrecca presented an informal written request from Mr. Ed Harnden, Chair of the 
NLADA Conference Host Committee, who asked the board to contribute to the NLADA 
Conference scheduled for May 1-3, 2014 at the Portland Art Museum. 

Motion: Mr. Wilhoite moved, Mr. Mansfield seconded, and the board voted unanimously to approve 
a contribution of $5000 to the NLADA Conference. 

7. Response Supreme Court Deferral of RPC 8.4 Amendments 

Ms. Stevens presented the Oregon Supreme Court’s deferred action on the proposed 
amendments to RPC 8.4 approved by the HOD on November 1, 2013, and the court’s request 
to the bar to submit a revised proposal. She asked the board to appoint board members to 
help draft a revised proposal. Ms. Kohlhoff will be involved as LEC liaison, and Ms. Mitchel-
Markley volunteered to participate. 

Motion: Ms. Zinser moved, Mr. Kehoe seconded, and the board voted unanimously to authorize Mr. 
Kranovich and Ms. Stevens to appoint suitable members to work with representatives of the 
OSB LEC. 

8. Assignment to Bar Press Broadcasters Council 

Mr. Kranovich asked the board for a volunteer to be liaison to the Bar Press Broadcasters 
Council. Mr. Ehlers volunteered. 

9. OSB Participation in the Innovation Workgroup 

Mr. Haglund asked the board for formal authority for OSB participation in the Innovation Work 
Group. This started out as an informal gathering, coordinated by Mike and Judge Aiken, comprised 
of state and federal judges, law school representatives, and legal services providers. The goal of the 
group is to  assist new lawyers in fulfilling their professional potential and to assist practicing 
lawyers to adapt to the rapid changes in the legal marketplace. After the second meeting the group 
decided on action items, including one of which involves the OSB sending out a survey to new 
admittees regarding employment status. The plan is to follow up with a full-day program offering 
information and resources identified by the survey as needed and desired by the new lawyers. Mr. 
Haglund asked the OSB to have a role in coordinating the event.  

10. Report on Regulatory Monitoring 

As written. 
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