
BOG Open Minutes – Special Meeting September 23, 2011 

Oregon State Bar 
Special Meeting of the Board of Governors   

September 23, 2011 
Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Steve Piucci at 10:00 a.m. on September 23, 2011, 
and adjourned at 11:10 a.m. Members present from the Board of Governors were Jenifer Billman, 
Barbara DiIaconi, Hunter Emerick, Ann Fisher, Michelle Garcia, Michael Haglund, Gina Johnnie, 
Matthew Kehoe, Ethan Knight, Tom Kranovich, Steve Larson, Audrey Matsumonji, Kenneth 
Mitchell-Phillips, Mitzi Naucler, Maureen O’Connor and David Wade. Staff present were Sylvia 
Stevens, Helen Hierschbiel, Rod Wegener, Kay Pulju, Judith Baker, Susan Grabe, Mariann Hyland 
and Camille Greene. Also present was Robert G. Burt, representing the Legal Ethics Committee. 
  

1. Approval of 2011 House of Delegates Agenda  

Mr. Piucci presented the draft 2011 HOD Agenda. 

Motion:   Ms. Fisher moved, Mr. Haglund seconded, and the board voted unanimously to 
approve the 2011 HOD Preliminary Agenda. 

 Mr. Piucci then asked the board to determine whether it wishes to take a position on 
the various delegate resolutions. 

 HOD Agenda Item #12:  

Motion:   Ms. Naucler moved, Ms. Fisher seconded, and the board voted unanimously to not 
take a position on HOD agenda item #12 re: Support for Judicial Department Budget 
Funding. 

HOD Agenda Item #13: 

Motion:   Mr. Haglund moved, Mr. Wade seconded, and the board voted unanimously to 
support HOD agenda item #13 re: Support of Adequate Funding for Legal Services 
to Low-Income Oregonians. Ms. Naucler abstained. 

HOD Agenda Item #15: 

Motion:   Mr. Kranovich moved, Mr. Mitchell-Phillips seconded, and the board voted 
unanimously to not take a position on HOD agenda item #15 re: Amendment to 
Oregon Rule of Civil Procedure 42. 

HOD Agenda Item #16: 

Motion:   Mr. Wade moved, Mr. Kehoe seconded, and the board voted unanimously to oppose 
HOD agenda item #16 re: Increasing LRS Initial Consultation Fee. Ms. Fisher 
abstained. 
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2. Task Force On Discipline For Discrimination, Intimidation & Harassment  

Mr. Burt presented the task force report and recommendation that the BOG adopt a 
resolution for an amendment to RPC 8.4. Mr. Burt also pointed out that the Legal 
Ethics Committee has not had time for a thorough review of the task force’s 
proposed rule and was, on a preliminary vote, evenly divided about the need for a 
rule and the language any amendment should take. Ms. Stevens reminded the BOG 
that  OWLs would like Mr. Piucci to announce the board’s action at the COE. Note: 
the minutes’ exhibit is an updated version of Mr. Burt’s letter. [Exhibit A] 

Motion:   Mr. Wade moved, Mr. Kranovich seconded, and the board voted unanimously to 
accept the task force conclusion that the rules should prohibit discrimination, 
intimidation and harassment in the practice of law and to send the matter back to 
the Legal Ethics Committee to study whether the best approach is a rule change or a 
formal opinion to clarify that such conduct is prohibited.  

3. Formation of Non-Profit Law Section 

Ms. Naucler presented the proposal to form a Nonprofit Organizations Law Section. 
 

Motion:   The board voted unanimously to approve the P&G committee’s motion to create a 
Nonprofit Organizations Law Section. 

4. CEJ Request for Co-Sponsorship 

Ms. Stevens presented the CEJ request for the OSB to co-sponsor a trophy awarded 
annually to the region of the state that has the largest percentage increase in the 
number of CEJ donors. 
 

Motion:   Ms. O’Connor moved, Mr. Knight seconded, and the board voted unanimously to 
approve OSB co-sponsorship of the CEJ annual award. 

5. Good of the Order (Non-action comments, information and notice of need for possible 
future board action)  

None. 
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