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 Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2018 
 

1) Full name: 

Josephine H. Mooney (aka Jodie Mooney) 

 

2) Web site (if applicable):  

N/A 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

• BA - University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee, 1980 - 1984 
• JD – University of Oregon School of Law, 1985 - 1988 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, 
your position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

• 1988 to 2005 - Trial attorney, Calkins & Calkins, Eugene, Oregon 
• 2005 to 2011 - Director, Risk Management, Regulatory Compliance 

and Institutional Review Board, PeaceHealth Oregon Region.  
• 2011 to present – Circuit Court Judge, Lane County 

 
5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

 
• Oregon State Bar – 1988 
• US District Court of Oregon - 1989 

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

 
• Fall 2015 – OWLS Advance Sheet – “The Work Continues.” 
• Fall 2014 – OTLA Trial Lawyer – “Insurance – an elephant in the jury 

room?” 
• April 2014 – OSB Litigation Section/Judges Corner: “Motions in 

Limine – Tips for Newer Litigators.” 
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• August/September 2013 – OSB Bulletin – “Common Sense & 
Humanity:  A New Judge’s Perspective on the Bench.” 

• Prior versions of OSB Torts CLE, Chapter 8 – Negligence:  The Basic 
Elements. 

 
 
7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic 
activities. 
 

I mentor law students and young lawyers.   I have been an editor, 
author and speaker on various topics including tort law, trial strategy 
and healthcare. 
 
I served on the Oregon Circuit Court Judges Association Executive 
Board from 2011 – 2017, serving as Treasurer, President-Elect, 
President and Past-President. 

 
 
8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

In the seven (7) years prior to joining the Bench, I worked “in-house” 
for a regional healthcare organization, directing hospital and clinic 
risk management and compliance programs.  For the 17 years before 
that, I was in private practice defending civil litigation. Over the 
years, I tried all types of civil cases but my focus shifted primarily to 
the defense of medical and other professional negligence cases. 

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

• 2011 – Present: Circuit Court Judge assigned to the 2nd Judicial 
District (Lane County). 

• 2014 – Oregon Court of Appeals, Judge Pro Tempore 

•  

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. 
Indicate the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court 
programs, and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

Since joining the Bench in 2011, I have been assigned to most of the 
routine dockets including criminal, civil ex parte, FEDs, Small Claims, 
Traffic Court, Commercial Court, FAPAs and other types of protective 
restraining orders, Juvenile Delinquency and Juvenile Dependency.  I 
have presided over jury trials and Bench trials and I have assisted 
parties resolve their cases through settlement conferences.   
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11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

See answer to #9, above. 

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

I served as an arbitrator for a number of Dalcon Shield (IUD) cases in 
the late 1990s. I have also served as “settlement conference judge” 
in a number of cases including dissolution and custody matters, 
personal injury claims and public records disputes. 

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

• Oregon State Bar - Member at Large, Litigation Section Executive 
Committee, Sub-committee on programming – Judges Corner 
Program. 

• Lane County Bar Association 

 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

• Through my role as an officer of the OCCJA, I coordinated and helped 
bring back and plan the 2016 Trial Court Judges’ educational 
conference. This was the first such conference since 2008.  

• Through my role as a member of the OSB Litigation Section Executive 
Committee, I have been actively involved in the creation and 
management of the “Judges Corner” webpage and the associated CLE 
conference call program.  We have accumulated over 36 articles that 
are posted on the webpage at the Judges Corner and are accessible to 
all members of the Bar.  The CLE program involves discussion by the 
Judge authors about their articles and has been very well received.  

 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed. 

No. 
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16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an 
attorney or judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal 
proceedings only. 

No. 

 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

After working in the private sector for 23 years, I wanted to turn my 
attention to public service work. I believe our judicial system is key 
to the continuation of our democratic society and I decided that 
serving as a judge would give me the opportunity to be a part of that 
process.   

 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

The role of the judge is to preside over court proceedings, maintain 
order and ensure fairness in each case.  In jury trials, that means 
instructing the jury on the law and ensuring their ability to hear 
evidence and deliberate without improper influence.  In a Bench trial, 
that means applying the law to the facts of each case without being 
influenced by external pressures or by personal biases.  The judge’s 
role and relationship with the parties may vary depending upon the 
type of case, such as in treatment or juvenile dependency court 
where there is an expectation of less distance between the judge and 
the parties.  But the essential role remains the same –ensuring 
fairness and applying the law as it is written. 

It is important for a judge to have the intellectual capacity to find, 
understand and apply the law; to be skilled at separating his or her 
own personal views from the facts and law applicable to the case at 
bar; to be patient and respectful of all parties before the Court; and to 
have and use a measure of common sense and good judgment so that 
both the letter and spirit of the law are carried out. 

The biggest challenge for judges today is to balance the traditional 
role of judge as impartial decision-maker in each case with the reality 
of the role judges play in high volume, routine dockets such as 
arraignments, FEDs and traffics. Judges must sit not only as a fair and 
impartial decision-makers, they must also work with others in the 
court system to ensure that all the work of the court gets done – 
timely and justly. 
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19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

I am not comfortable discussing particular cases but, in general, I am 
proud of the work I have done rotating through all the various 
dockets. An example of a legal issue on which I worked particularly 
hard is the application of Oregon Constitution, Article I, section 10, 
relating to the open administration of justice to the question of 
fictitious plaintiff names and jurisdiction in the civil context.  Another 
example includes cases raising issues under Oregon’s public records 
laws.  I am just as proud to work hard on high volume dockets such 
as traffics and FEDs because those cases offer the opportunity to 
dispense justice on issues of daily importance to most people – 
driving and housing.   

 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I am particularly interested in helping to maintain, or re-gain, the 
public’s confidence in the American Justice System as fair and just.  I 
plan to continue working in my day-to-day duties toward this goal.  

 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

Abraham Lincoln. He was plain-spoken and clear.  He was strong in 
his resolve. But, mostly, I admire him because he did what he thought 
was right.   

 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

N/A 


