Feb. 23, 2018

Statement on White Nationalism and Normalization of Violence
As the United States continues to grapple with a resurgence of white nationalism and the normalization
of violence and racism, the Oregon State Bar remains steadfastly committed to the vision of a justice
system that operates without discrimination and is fully accessible to all Oregonians. As we pursue that
vision during times of upheaval, it is particularly important to understand current events through the lens
of our complex and often troubled history. The legacy of that history was seen last year in the streets
of Charlottesville, and in the attacks on Portland’s MAX train. We unequivocally condemn these acts of
violence.
We equally condemn the proliferation of speech that incites such violence. Even as we celebrate the great
beneficial power of our First Amendment, as lawyers we also know it is not limitless. A systemic failure
to address speech that incites violence emboldens those who seek to do harm, and continues to hold
historically oppressed communities in fear and marginalization.
As a unified bar, we are mindful of the breadth of perspectives encompassed in our membership. As such,
our work will continue to focus specifically on those issues that are directly within our mission, including the
promotion of access to justice, the rule of law, and a healthy and functional judicial system that equitably
serves everyone. The current climate of violence, extremism and exclusion gravely threatens all of the
above. As lawyers, we administer the keys to the courtroom, and assist our clients in opening doors to
justice. As stewards of the justice system, it is up to us to safeguard the rule of law and to ensure its fair
and equitable administration. We simply cannot lay claim to a healthy justice system if whole segments of
our society are fearful of the very laws and institutions that exist to protect them.
In today’s troubling climate, the Oregon State Bar remains committed to equity and justice for all, and to
vigorously promoting the law as the foundation of a just democracy. The courageous work done by specialty
bars throughout the state is vital to our efforts and we continue to be both inspired and strengthened by
those partnerships. We not only refuse to become accustomed to this climate, we are intent on standing in
support and solidarity with those historically marginalized, underrepresented and vulnerable communities
who feel voiceless within the Oregon legal system.
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