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Hillsboro attorney Kathy Hall specializes in equine issues and 
is a longtime rider and breeder. She also chairs the Oregon State 
Bar’s Animal Law Section and says the section’s efforts to pass 
legislation offering greater protection to horses was a hard-fought 
battle this year.

Draft legislation that would have extended protections be-
yond household pets to include livestock met stiff opposition 
from the Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Association, the 
ranching and agriculture community, and groups representing 
wildlife interests. The section ultimately decided to withdraw the 
legislation.

“There has been an abundance of neglected horses through-
out the state, so I wasn’t comfortable with leaving livestock out 
of the definition,” Hall says. “We as a section decided we weren’t 
comfortable restricting that definition to basically domestic 
household pets because it would leave out many animals that we 
feel are worthy of protection. Horses are such caring and peaceful 
animals and they deserve much better than that.”

Hall says that not only should horses be protected from ne-
glect, they also should be prevented from going to slaughter — in 
large part to protect humans. While horsemeat is commonly fed 
to zoo animals and is used for bear traps, recent efforts to legalize 
horse slaughter in the U.S. could have a negative ripple effect. 
Horses that were used for racing and other sports often were given 
medications or other drugs that have no place in the human food 
chain, she points out. Already, U.S. horses are shipped to Mexico 
and Canada, where slaughter is legal and the end product can be 
imported back into America.

Oregon’s wild horses also have been at the forefront of recent 
animal law issues. Hall and Tigard animal law attorney Geor-
die Duckler have been active in the effort to preserve the state’s 
wild horse population, which federal agencies have considered 
reducing through sterilization of mares, roundups and relocation. 
Duckler, who has helped defend federal agencies against lawsuits 
involving wild horses as well, says the issues easily become con-
voluted. For example, the wild horse management is intended to 
address complaints by ranchers who say the horses drink the wa-
ter and graze the lands they own and provide for their livestock.

“There really aren’t good guys and bad guys in these types of 
fights. Sometimes, like with federal agencies tasked with protect-
ing wild animals, they do one thing and they are applauded and 
the next day they are criticized,” he says.

Along with his participation in the wild horse issue, Duckler 
is known for several high-profile animal law cases that most re-
cently include a dog custody case involving a husky mix, a Port-
land man and a woman attending Oregon State University. After 
several months of legal wrangling over who rightfully owned the 
dog, the OSU student who found the dog as a stray the year be-
fore and named it Bear returned it to its original owner, who had 
named it Chase.

Duckler says his work increasingly includes relocation re-
search. When people are interested in moving to Oregon or oth-
er parts of the region, they contact Duckler to learn about what 

Full-time Prosecutor  
to Litigate Animal Cruelty  

Cases Statewide

I
n late March, Benton County District attorney 

John Haroldson announced that his office has 

received a three-year grant to hire a full-time 

prosecutor who will litigate animal cruelty cases 

across the state.

The grant, funded by the animal Legal Defense 

Fund (aLDF), stipulates that the Da’s Corvallis office 

will serve as the project’s headquarters and fiscal agent. 

Haroldson said that he hoped to fill the position by 

the end of april. Once retained, the “dedicated animal 

cruelty prosecutor” would be eligible for appointment 

as a special deputy district attorney by any Da who 

needs such a case to be handled. There is no charge for 

the service since the attorney’s time is covered by the 

award.

For most Oregon district attorneys, budgets have 

been cut to the point that animal cruelty cases are sim-

ply not getting to court. Furlough days, reduced court 

hours, and cuts in corrections spending have compro-

mised the justice system. The Oregon Legislature has 

repeatedly and consistently articulated a strong public 

policy favoring the aggressive prosecution of animal 

cruelty cases by enacting statutes requiring police offi-

cers to make arrests in cases of animal abuse and to pay 

for and provide care to victim animals, as well as requir-

ing veterinarians to report aggravated animal abuse.

“This new statewide prosecutor will handle every 

type of animal cruelty case — from juvenile offenders 

who kill a neighbor’s cat to organized dog-fighting 

rings and subsequent racketeering prosecutions,” 

Haroldson says. “There is now no reason why any viable 

animal cruelty case should go unprosecuted in Oregon.”

Scott Heiser, former Benton County district attorney 

and current director of aLDF’s Criminal Justice Program, 

says the award carries great significance in Oregon and, 

potentially, nationwide.

“When we began this process, I had one goal 

in mind: to ensure that animal cruelty cases are not 

among the growing list of crimes that go unprosecuted 

in Oregon,” he says. “This grant is a huge step forward 

in Oregon, and this project will serve as a model to 

implement in other states.” 

Source: Benton County District Attorney’s Office


